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NEW YORK EVANGELIST. 








A Religious Paper of the above name is to be 
issued weekly in this city, by an Association of 
Gentlemen. Its design, as intimated in the title, is, 
especially, to promote Revivals of Religion, and to 
disseminate those essential doctrines of the Bible 
embraced generally by those who are denominated 
Calvinists. No reasonable efforts will be spared_in 
yendering it an interesting medium of Religious In- 
telligence—worthy of the patronage of all who love 
Zion, whose heart’s desire and prayer to Gon is, 
that sinners may be saved. 

This paper is open for the discussion of such sub- 
jects as to Revivals of Religion ; particularly 
es respects their nature—their influence on the 
Church, and on the world—the means of promoting 
them—the various difficulties either preventing, em- 

ing, or effectually terminating them—the po- 
pular prejudices and objections against such excite- 
ments, &c. &c. ‘ 

With to doctrinal character, this paper 
stands pledged for decision both in defining and de- 
fending those traths which are of vital importance, 
in ofderto the safety and enlargement of the Church. 
Such controversial discussions as tend to elicit the 
truth, if clothed in the language of kindness, and 
temperately conducted, will meet with a cordial re- 


“ar. 

ides sustaining these two prominent features, 
the Evangelist is devoted to all such Religious 
Intelligenge as shall be furnished in the growing pros- 
perity of | 
benevolence has brought into action. It will advocate 
fearlessly, the ‘Bible, Tract, Missionary, Education, 
Temperance, Sabbath, and Sabbath School Institu- 
tions. 

For such a paper, there have been frequent and 
imperious demands, especially in those sections of 
the church which have been favoured with ‘“ seasons 
of refreshing fromthe presence of the Lord.” Inan- 
swering these demands, the Evangelist contemplates 
a field of usefulness, interesting, and to a great de- 
gree unoccupied, : * . 

With these objects in view, the conductors of this 

aper, without intending to interfere with other Re- 
figious Journals, most devoutly hope, that their efforts 
will be conducive to the enlargment of Christ’s King- 
dom; and be greatly instrumental of ushering in that 
orious era of Revivals, when ‘‘a nation shall be 
orn in a day.” * 

Clergymen and others will confer a special favour 
in contributing such origmal communications 2s com- 
port with the character of this paper. 

New Yerk, March 1, 1830: 


TERMS. 

THE NEW YORK EVANGELIST will be furnished to 
single Subscribers for $2 50 per annum, in advance. 
Any person who will procure eight subscriptions, and 
forward the money for the same, shall receive a ninth 





co is. 
8 rome of ten or more, paying in advance, shall 
receive the paper for $2 per annum, each. = 
n, who will fo four subscriptions, 


paying in advance, shall receive a fifth copy gratis. 
* All Communications solating A te 

to N, C. Saxton, No. XC 
may be addressed N. No. 99 —e 


DOCTRINAL. 








For the Evangelist. 


=“ 
‘  |NNOVATIONS. 
Mr. Editor,—In these days, I find that many are 
afraid of innovations, and much epposed to them* 
cially in things which concern *the kingdom of 
the Lord Jesus, end its prosperity. _ But why all this? 
Ts it because they are afraid that truth will fail in the 
earth—that the cause of Christ will suffer—thet sin- 
ners will go down to hell? or is it something else? 
And do not they, who are al! so much alarmed, lest 
innovations should be made, manifest the same spirit, 
and exhi 
the days Of Jesus and the apostles? Were not they 
afraid of innovations in matters of religion? bey 
certainly wefe: but why? That is the question. T 
answer, the very reason why they were so much 
adi of the innovations, which were'made by Christ 
and his followers, was this—they and their fathers 
had made very great innovations on the religion, 
which had been revealed from heaven, by God orm 
‘sélf, through the instrumentality of Moses and the 
8 i = Had they been candid, honest 
men; d-not-have been afraid of the light ; 
i - ' not have feared the strictest scrutiny. 
Jews are still afraid of innovations: and this 
is the grand hindrance totheir conversion. Mahome- 
dans and heathens too are o to innovations in 
things of religion: and why? Not because the 
have truth on their side; but because they love that 
* darkness, with which they are surrounded ; and hate 
the light of truth, because their deeds are evil. 

No people have been guilty of greater innovations 
on the religion of Jesus Christ, than those of the Ro- 
man Catholics; yet none have ever raised a ter 
hue and cry against innovations, than they.— 
Teer have persecuted. many millions, even unto 
death, on the d of innovations ; they have done 
it for ; and they manifest the same ‘spirit to this 
day. itness the manner in which our missionaries 

and their converts have been treated in Palestine— 
witness the thunders ,of the Vatican, against Bible 
Sotieties, and men: yes, witness the frequent 
murdéts in Ire by a mobs"to*this day. 
This is because they are illing that innovations 
should be made.on their religion—not the Lord’s ; 
but their own. 

But Sir, l-ask if any improvement can be made in 
any thing, without innovation? Can the true and 
li christian “ grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,” without 
change? Can he constantly grow wiser and better 
without continual change? ‘Surely not: and what is 
change but innovation ! ° 
, Again, I would ask, can the promises and 
oma oie Seeap are ever be fulfiiled, wi 
great innovationst Must they not be made as the 

lennial glory nearer shines Do ministers and 
Christians suppose that they knew ts much of God, 
and feel the power of Godliness, as much as the peo- 
will who Bhall live in that day, when the 

ight of the moon shall be as the light of the sun— 
when the light of one day shell be as ‘the light of 
seven days? and when ‘‘ HOLINSés tothe Lorpshall be 
written upon the bells of the horses?” Are we as 
holy, as humble, as charitable, as spiritually-minded, 
as they will be? And why need many to run to and 
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ir watchmen ever “see eye to 
glories of the millennium ever 
? And will the people of tha 
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e various institutions which this age of 


e same character, that the Jews did in| 
‘is not now premens to receive them. 

lup out of t 

‘rate from the world, remembering that its friendship 


day be governed by that narrow mind, that sectarian, 
contracted, selfish, worldly spirit, which characterize 
all tie churches of the ‘present day? Will @ey 
waste their lives in éndless speculations, and doubtful 
theories, and neglect prayer and practical godliness, 
as we now do? If not, great innovations must be 
made. 

Agaio , is not the Christian religion, as it is ngw 
taught—believed—practised, almost any thing, = 
thing, rather than the religion, which was 
taught and believed, and which shone in life and con- 
yersation in the days of Paul? Who believes, and 
prays, and prevails in prayer, as the Christians did in 
those days? Who is now willing to deny himself, and 
take “joyfully the spoiling of his goods,” as did the 
Christians of that time? Who can be found in these 
days that could wish himself“ accursed from Christ 
for his brethren, his kinsmen, according to the flesh ?” 
Were the Christians of those times as much in love 
with earthly things as we are? Did they delight as 
much in gay attire, in lascivious pampering of the 

ody, and in an elegant, expensive parade, as chris- 
tians of the present day? Did they affect the fine 
gentleman? Were they mere beaux and belles? If 
not, did they much resemble professors of the pre- 
sent age? 

Again, is the same doctrine taught now, which was 
then proclaimed? “Is it not plain matter of fact, that 
the grand topics of apostolic preaching are but little 
thought of now? wilile a‘thousand speculations are 
advanced, of which an apostle never dreamed.’ The 
religion of that day consisted of principle, heavenly 
principle, reduced to living, ardent, persevering prac- 
tice: is it so now? Does not the religion of the pre- 
sent day consist more in opinion than practice? Is 
it not the custom of the present age, to adopt a set of 
opinions, make little advancement in the knowledge 
of God, refrain (not always) from grosser acts of 
wickedness, and attend to a few forms of godliness, 
while the heart is full of every thing but love to God 
and man? And is not this called he religion of Je- 
sus Christ? Iwill not say there are no exceptions ; 
for if there were none, the world might sink at once 
to hell; but, I ask, is not this the fashion, or custom, 
which widely prevails in the churches of the present 

ay? If any shall answer in the negative, let them 
answer by practice, and the answer will be, so far as 
they are concerned, both good and true. 

If these things be so, (and the world cannot but 
see that they are ye there not the utmost need of 
vast amendment? Most certainly? But the amend- 
ments which God requires can never be made without 
vast innovations. The world must be turned “ upside 
down ;” the churches must be shaken, sifted, and 
purified ; the watchmen must blow the trumpet, not 
with uncertain, but with significant sound ; they must 
blow it loud and long—they must learn to be ministers, 
and nothing but ministers of Jesus Christ, or the 
world itself will do as it has done for ages, it will 
empty almost all its contents into hell 

Innovations must be made—reform Ret of neces- 
sity, take place—great changes must be*introduced— 
they must overspread the world: for ‘the world must 
ibe converted. Yes, the knowledge of the Lord must 
cover the earth as the waters do the sea. It is desi- 
rable that innovations should be made, that changes 
very great should come. I know, very well, that 
troubles great and many will attend the mighty revo- 
lution which the world must shortly undergo ; but let 
them come—let us look to God for help, and arm our- 
selves for the conflict—let us acquit ourselves “ like 
men,” follow the captain of our salvation, fight the 
battles of the Lord, and come off more conquer- 
ers, through him that‘loved'us. Now let us endure 


=Thardness, as good’ soldiers, and wear the brighter 


crown: Light afflictions will increase our “ eternal 
weight of glory,” beyond the grave: and there is 
much truth jn the ancient proverb, “no cross no 
crown.” 

I said, it is hesirable that innovations should be 
made—made in tHose things called religion, as well 
vas other things: I say go still: and why? Because 
the good, the infinf#le, eternal good which God has 
promised, can never come, can never be enjoyed, 
without innovations. People are not prepared to re- 
ceive those blessi Nay, much of the good which 
God has in store, consists in the very changes which 
shall take place. Glorious things are spoken of the 
city (i. e. the church) of our God: but they can never 
be fulfilled, unless the church is revolutionized. She 
She must come 
wilderness—she must learn to be sepa- 


is enmity with God, or she can never receive those 
glorious things. 

Why, then, are so many ministers and churches 
afraid of innovations? Are ministers afraid the 
shall lose their livings? Are they afraid they shail 
become unpopular? Are they afraid they shall be 
persecuted, as Jesus,and Paul, and Luther, and Whit- 
field have been? Why are the churches so much 
afraid of innovations? Are they afreid their slum- 
bers will be broken? Or are they afraid they shall 
be obliged to dissolve their partnership with the 
world? Are they afraid they shall be necessitated to 


y | lay aside their gay equipage, their gewgaws, and all 


their extravagance in dress and other things? Are 
they afraid they shall be obliged to deny themselves, 
take up the cross, follow Jesus daily, watch, pray, 
and live, as for eternity? Or are they afraid the zeal 
of innovators will put them to shame, and that they 
shall be obliged to forsake all for Christ, bear the 
cross, or else be exposed to themselves and tagthe 
world, in the light or character of mere hypocrites, 
having no more religion than is requisite for a decent 
or comfortable stmbting in and with the world? 

Sir, I wish you to publish this, or produce a better 
article on the same subject: for something of the 
kind is greatly needed. A. 


LOVE YOUR ENEMIES. 


It was nota thing allowed of under the Testa- 
ment, nor approved of by the Old Tes saints, 
to hate personal enemies, to wish ill to them, to wish 
for revenge, or to pray for their hurt ; except it was 
as prophets, and as speaking in the name of the 
Lord. So that there is no inconsistence between the 
religion of the Old Testament and, the New, in this 
respect. ‘The apostle Paul himself doth thus impre- 
cate vengeance on his enemies: 2 Tim. iv. 14. 
“ Al r the coppersmith did me much evil; the 
Lord reward him according to his works.” Revenge, 
or a desire of it, was forbidden by the law of Moses, 
Lev. xix. 18; yea, there the love of our enemies is 
implicitly commanded. For he that we are to love 
as ves, is the same that we are there forbidden 
to avenge ourselves upon; which is doubtless our 
enemy, or he that ingurse us. Doing good to enemies 
is ired by the law of Moses; Exod. xxiii. 45. 
“If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his ass going 
astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him ogee 
If thou seest the ass of him that hateth thee lying 
under his burden, and wouldst forbear to help him, 
thou shalt surely help with him.” And this was 
agreeable to the sense of the saints of those times, 
as appears from Job xxxi. 29. “If I rejoiced at the 
destruction of him that hated me, or lifted up myself 
when evil found him.” Prov. xxiv. 17. ‘ Rejoice 
not when thine enemy falleth, nor let thine heart be 
giad when he stumbleth.” And xvii. 5. “He that 
is glad’at calamities shall not go unpunished.” We 





cannot think that those imprecations we find in the 
Psalms and Prophets, were out of their own hearts; 


for cursing is spoken of as a very dreadful sin in the 
Old Testament; and David, whom we hear, oftener 
than any other, praying for vangeance on his ene- 
mies, by the history of his life; was a man of a spirit 
very remote from a spiteful, revengeful spirit. fea, 
we have no such instance in all the Old Testament ; 
as appears by his behaviour when persecuted by Saul ;. 
when he heard of his death; and upon occasion of 
the death of Ishbesheth and Abner; and Shimei’s 
cursing him, &c. He himself, in the Psalms, gives 
us an account of his wishing well to his enemies, and 
doing good to them, Psalsvjl. 4; praying for them 
and grieving at their calamitics, Psal. xxxv. 13, 14. 
And when he pray@d fer those dreadful curses upon 
Ahitophel, he wasjespecially far from a revengeful 
frame, as appears|by his behaviour when Shimei 
cursed him. And gome of the most terrible impreca- 
tions that we find in all the Old ‘'estament, are in 
the New spoken ofjas propheticai, egen those in the 
109th Psalm; as ip Acts i. 20. Jer, xii. 3. “Pull 
them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare 
them for the day of'slaughter.” Whey we find pass- 
ages of this kind if the Psalms or the Prophets, we 
are to look upon them as*prophetical curses. The 

curse them inthe name of.ehe Lord, as Elijah did the 
children that mockedhi®, or as Noali cursed Canaan. 
We have insiancesof this kind even in the apostles 
and the disciples of the Lamb of God, as Paul curses 
Alexander the coppersmith, 2 Tim. iv. 14; and Peter 
says to Simon Magus, “ Thy money perish with thee.” 
Or else they wish them iJ], not as personal, but as pub- 
lic enemies to the church pf God. Sometimes what 
they say is inthe name of the church. See Jer. v. 34, 
35. Mat.i. 19. “Then Joseph, her husband, being 
a just.man, and aot willing to make her a public ex- 
ample, was minded to put her away privily.” This is 
a remarkable and eminent instance of a Chvistian 
spirit ; and this verse is an evidence, that that meek- 
ness, gentleness, forgiveness, and kindness to enemies 
which the gospel prescribes, were duties under the 
law, and before Christ came.—President Edwards. 





REVIVAL DEPARTMENT. 
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REVIVAL IN ORWELL, VT. 1n 1829-30. 


Mr. Editor,—I here send you a very brief account 
of the wonderful manifestation of God’s power and 
grace in the midst of us, by which souls are saved, 
and the church enlarged. « You will please to publish 
a part, or all of it, as you may think the good of the 
cause demands. 

Previous to the commencement of this revival, it 
was truly a segson of great darkness; the ways of 
Zion mourned, and scarcely a fresh bud or blossom of 
grace appeared. The professed friends of Christ 
were generally stupid, possessing little zeal, either for 
tke prosperity of the church, or the salvation of souls. 
The foolish slumbered with the wise on the brink of 
eternal ruin. 

About the first of last October, it was proposed, in 
church meeting, that a number of brethren be ap- 
pointed to visit every member in the church, and urge 
them to awake to the everlasting concerns of perish- 
ing sinners aroundthem. In this meeting it was felt 
that something must be done or the name and remem- 
berance of religion would be blotted from this place. 

After the visiting brethren had accomplished their 
task, which was about the middle of October, a-day 
of fasting humiliation an@ prayer was appointed. 
The people of every class were invited to gttend, 
and the church utgud to aake tt-e special snbjeet of 
prayer, that the Holy Ghost might fall upon us, and 
humble and quicken pzcfessors, and awaken the impe- 
nitent. When the day of fasting arrived, to the sur- 
prise of many, a multitude flocked to the house of 
worship; and very soon it was evident that God was 
there. A divine solemnity reigned through the as- 
sembly, and all appeared to listen for eternity. The 
Rev. Mr. May, and a few choice friends from Whitt 
Hall, were with us on the memorable day, who by 
Almighty Grace procured to us a great blessing. In 
the forenoon the church were particularly addressed 
on the object of our meeting, and most solemnly ur- 
ged to arise and move out of the way of sinners, or 
pray to be taken out of the world rather than be t 
means of the everlasting ruin of souls. In the afte 
noon an opportunity was given for confession, to all 
who in heart mourned over their sins, and were now 
determined to forsake them ; consequently a goodly 
number of professors arose, and with tears confessed 
their past stupidity, and awful negligence, and resol- 
ved to come out from the world and serve Jesus Christ. 
At this time the feeling in the assembly increased, 
and the big tear was seen rolling from the sinner’s eye. 
They began to see, that if Christians had reason to 
tremble and be afraid, and mourn before God for their 
sins, their case was truly alarming, that they must re- 
pent or perish. ® 

rom. this place of solem#ity, Christians retired to 
their closets, and in some instances, nearly all the 
night was spent in prayer. After the throbs of agony 
and grief for their own sins had passed away by par- 
—s mercy, an equal degree of mental agony suc- 
ceeded for lost sinners, that they might not sink into 
endless ruin. Soon it was manifested that a great 
number were troubled, and some under very deep 
conviction. Hence meetings were multiplied to 10 or 
12 in a week, and all were very fully attended. 

The first hopeful conversion occurred about a week 
after the fast; and within a fortnight, more than 
thirty were humbled at the feet of Jesus. Soon this 
glorious work spread throughout the town, and Christ, 
by his word and spirit knocked at every heart. But 
how many have truly accepted of salvation we know 
not, sere between one and two hundred are al- 
ready sealed unto theday of redemption. The means 
which God has most signally blessed in carrying for- 
ward this work, have‘ appéared to be, 1. Agomnizing 
fervent prayer. 2. A plain exhibition of divine truth, 
in which the sinner was taught the character and law 
of God—his own character—the importance of his 
immediate submission to God ; his ability to submit 
now—his awful increase of guilt, let him do what he 
would, until he did unconditionally surrerder his all 
into the hands of sovereign mercy, to be disposed of 
according to the purpose and will of heayen—and 
that he was every moment exposed to the burning 
vengeance of inexorable justice until he did repent. 
3. Visiting from house to house. In the use of these 
means, the brethren and young converts united, and 
God blessed their efforts, according to his promise. 
“ They that sow bountifully shall reap also bounti- 
fully.” 

In this revival God has triumphed most glori- 
ously, and has most clearly manifested his divine and 
adorable sovereignty. Some of every age, from 70 
down to 12, have been made to bow and give him 
their all. Numbers from the Sabbath School and 
Bible Class have been called in, which has most fully 


. | demonstrated Christ’s merit for these blessed institu- 


tions. Generally, convictions have been clear and 
powerful. In some instances hardened sinners were 
so powerfully wrought upon by the Holy Spirit, that 
their strength was taken from them. In onemeeting 
in particular, the Holy Ghost fell upon many in the 
assembly, and so laid the scenes of eternity before 
them, and awakened them to such a sense of their 
sinfulness and danger, that after the meeting was dis- 
missed, they could not leave the house. Those of 
them who could walk resorted into their various 
rooms to cry to Almighty God for merey. Here find- 





ing their own prayers perfectly unayailing before a 
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God, they intreated Christians to come and pray for 
them. In a short time some 10 or 15 of these were 
so affected with a sense of sin, that, writhing in 
agony, they could not stand or sit or ve still a mo- 
ment. Destruction Sefare thenfhad no covering, and 
hell was naked ; and that holiness, and that justice 
whieh they hated appeared immutable. They never 
found a moment’s peace until they hopefully rested in 
the arms of sovereign love. , 

Raptures of joy in conversion have been very sel- 
dof; in general an abiding sense of the evil of sin 
has accompanied the soul in the peace and serenity of 
entire submission. Converts have been slow to hope, 
ey distrust of their deceitful hearts. And when 
they have dared to hope the song of triumph has 
been, not unto me, Not unto me, but unto thy name be 
all the glory. It is not by might, nor by power, but 
by thy spirit, O Lord of hosts. ¥ 

Between 50 and 60 have already united with the 
congregational church, about 20 with the Baptists, 
and a number with the Methodists; and there are 
many who have expressed hopes, who have not united 
with any church. 

The cloud of divine influence has rolled forward 
and showered galvation upon many of the towns in 
this region. © how good the Lord is! Let all praise 
his holy namé. ° S..K. 

Orwell, June 4,:1830. 


NARRATIVES ON THE STATE OF RELIGION. 

In addition to the® particulars presented week be- 
fore last, the following notices from some of the more 
remote presbyteries of thd west and south wil be in- 
teresting, as they will briag us acquainted with our 
distant brethren, and let us see the spirit of the 
** Pioneers.” 

1. The Presbytery of Missouri. 

“The presbytery of Missouri is the only presby- 
tery west of the Mississippi. Its western and northern 
boundaries mark the Jine between the habitations of 
the white man and the suvage. The assembly will 
not, therefore, expect from these extensive outposts 
of Zion, with but here and there a watchman to 
guard a solitary altar, the same accounts of the tri- 
umphs of that Jehovah who works by means, that 
they hear from thir more highly favoured castern 
churches. Theirs js rather the history of remarkable 
deliverances and preservations, than of remarkable 
triumphs. Contmsting their statistical returns of 
this year with the years that are past, though but one 
hundred and forty-eight persons have been added to 
their infant chuhes, they feel themselves revived, 
and are scarcely disposed to consider even this a day 
of small things, The influence of truth seems to 
have been more widely felt the past year than before, 
in altering the tone of society, and elevating the 
standard both of piety and morality. Wherever the 
gospel has beeg faithfully preached, some alteration 
has been manifested in the character of the sabbath 
breaker, the swearer, and the drunkard. The 
Ghurches of Saint Louis, Franklin, and Columbia 
have enjoyed the most of the presence of God, and 
are In each of those places excrting an influence of a 
very decided kind over the minds of the population. 

The church of Liberty is one of much interest. [t 
is the farthest western point to which the authority of 
the assembly extends, is within a few miles of the 
state boundary line, and 130 miles west of any other 
Presbyterian church. It stands alone in the wilder- 
yess. On the west the savages are its neighbours, 
and the eight adjoining counties eastward pour ft 
every species, of reproach and opprobrium that can 
be gathered from the pages.of the Reformer, and 
other infidel productions, upon the Presbyterian 
cause. Still, hitherto the Lord hath helped them. 
Since their organization they have anfstill do most 
earnestly solicit some one to break unto them the 
bread of life. The other new churches are in expec- 
tation of stated supplies and the regular administra- 
tion of the ordinances. 

The operations of benevolent societies have re- 
ceived the particular attention of the members of 
presbytery during the past year. Efforts -have been 
made, and are, still making, to carry the Bible to 
every family, and in some of the counties the offer has 
been already made. An agent has extensively aided 
the circulation of religious tracts in the state, by the 
formation of an auxiliary society in every important 
settlement ; and the plan of a monthly distribution to 
every family is already in operation in St. Louis. 
The cause of Sunday schools has also recently re- 
ceived a fresh impetus from the labours of missiona- 
ries sent out from the parent institution. Within the 
bounds of almost every church, a Bible, Tract, and 
Sunday school society exists. The presbytery has 
also been particularly gratified in seeing the gradual 
progress of the work of temperance in their bounds ; 
and from the growing feeling on the subject, they 
confidently anticipate at no distant period the banish- 
ment of ihe destroyer of both natural and spiritual 
life. 

In addition to the opposition of an ordinary kind, 
under which they labour in common with other por- 
tions of the church, such as infidelity and impiety in 
various forms, they have found a considerable and 
increasing barrier to the progress of evangelical sen- 
timents and labours, in the influence of Romanism 
within their bounds. This influence is as old as the 
first settlements on tMe Mississippi, and looks back 
70 or 100 years: Recently, however, the society of 
Jesuits have occupied the country, and are constantly 
receiving accessions from abroad. ‘Two seminaries, 
or colleges, are already established within our bounds. 
One was recently erected at St. Louis, besides a num- 
ber of smaller schools throughout the country, under 
the influence of the order. Convents, or nunneries, 
are scattered all along the Mississippi, and efforts are 
making to carry them into every important settle- 
ment. 

The influence of these schools is great, and it 
rarely hgppens that a student passes through the 
hands ofthese instructers, without becoming strongly 
attached to the Roman church; and they are often 
the most zealous labourers afterwards im the field. 
Through the promise of superior instructers, and of 
gratuitous education, many protestant families are de- 
wuyed into the toils. The influence hence exerted is 
as baneful to the cause, not only of evangelical senti- 
reents, but of sound morality, as the pestilential winds 
to the traveller of the desert. The sabbath is violated 
by the authority of the church, the Bible rejected as 
unnecessary if not injurious, and the public instructed 
that it is fanaticism, not religion, which closes thea- 
tres, ball rooms, gambling houses, and other scho@s 
of morality and innocent recreation, from the fol- 
lowers of Christ. These things call for the united 
prayers of the church, and it is that they may be re- 
membered by their brethren, that the’ presbytery 
would mention them. 

The importance belonging to the church in Mis- 
souri is mainly prospective. The whole number of 
church members r the jurisdiction of the presby- 
tery is not equal to that of many single churches 
within the bounds of the assembly. But when it is 
remembered that these are scattered over sixty thou- 
sand square miles, in churches of from 8 to 100mem- 
bers, each forming a nucleus of a future important. 
ecclesiastical community, the value of these cotner 
stones will at once appear. Christians are called the 
salt of the earth. And the savoury influence of a 
church of 15 or 20 members is felt for as many miles 
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The population, during three or four months in 
every year, moves almost in solid columns, and in that 
space of time an army of ten or twelve thousand 
souls is encamped upon the soil. Some of these 
carry with them the seeds of piety ; the mass of them 
those of error and jnfidelity. 


2. Presbytery of Detroit. 


This was stated by the delegate who fead it to be 
the first report that had ever been sent from that re. 
mote presbytery. ’ 

“Since the organization of the presbytery of De- 
troit, many things highly encouraging have occurred. 
The population of that territory has increased with a 
rapidity suited to its prodigious natural capabilities. 
Along with this increase, there has been a .corres- 
ponding multiplication of*churches, and ministers, 
and professors of religion. In almost every congre- 
gation, Sabbath schools, Bible classes, Temfperance, 
Tract, and other benevolent societies of various 
names have been formed. In some instances they 
are fast assuming the energies of maturity. 


In the county of Washtenaw, four years ago, these @ 


was a population of little more than 1000 souls. No 
Presbyterian minister or church could then be. found 
in fety Pole county, nor a single benevolent og re- 
ligious*Society. . Among those thousand souls there 
were only twenty-members of the Presbyterian 
church. Now there are four churches, and mate- 
rials for two more, ten Sabbath schools, nearly two 
hundred communicants, and three temperance socie- 
ties, embracing an unusual share of the wealth, and ° 
talent, and influence of the county. There axe also 
Bible classes, and education societies ; nd a combi- 
nation of females for the distribution of tracts, go 
large and so efficient, that they aupply the wants of 
that whole region, and send sums to the national in- 
stitution. Three Presbyterian ministers were labours 
ing there last fall, among an estimated populatior of 
5000 souls. ; 

The St. Joseph’s country, on the western side 6f 
the peninsula of Michigan, was almost entixely tn- 
known two years ago. In two years more, we confi- 
dently expect it will embrace ministers and churches 
enough to constitute another presbyterye Eour hun- 
dred families moved there the last year. The emi- 

tion had then just commenced. The pgpers state 
that 150 families are emigrating there this , very 
spring from a single cvunty in the state of We 
York. Other sections. of the territory are alse re- 
ceiving great increase, 

We are privileged by the great Head of the chtitrch, 
to report a few instances of a special work of grace, 
in which numbers have been hopefully: converted. ° 
The cause of God is going forward. The energies of 
Omnipotence are there upholding the interests of 
Zion. The ark of the covenant is moving along ¢ri- 
umphantly, with gratitude and hosannas in its train. 

‘The churches have formed themselves into a bene- 
volent institution, auxiliary to the American Home 
Missionary Society, under whose auspices we wish 
to exist, end with whose interests we desire to be’ 
identified. 

Opposition likewise, in all its various forms, and 
horrid array, and malignant evolutions, is there ‘be< 
setting the church. Drunkenness, profanity, Voltaire- 
ism, §abbath-breaking, incensed by the late efforts of. 
Christianity, and uninfluenced by its restraints, ; 
that liberal Christianity which smiles so sweetly up- 
on licentiousness, and which wears the words of 
charity upon her brow while she bears in her. heart 
the fierceness of vengeance towards ¢yangelical 

together with Popery, and . 
discord Satan can arouse among Christians, are hiss- 
ing and howling in our path, and hanging like fiends 
upon our chariot wheels. 

But our Redeemer liveth. We are neither! scared, 
nor discouraged, nor provoked. ‘The little finger‘of 
the Almighty is thicker than his universe. He cau- 
seth the wrath of man to praise him ; and we remem-~ 
ber it. We also remember his blessed promises, and 
his wondrous doings, how he employed the very. press 
to print Bibles, which- during thé French revolution 
was used 28 a terrible engine of infidelity, and; how 
he brought Yerth from the Saviour’s groans a world’s 
redemption. And we take gourage, and shout, in 
view of Zion’s ultimate and universal extension. Let 
Christians pray, and let ministers deny themselves, 
and perform apostolic achievements, and our work is 
done. 


3. Atheris, Ohid: 


More than 100. we hope have passed from death 
unto life within our bounds; and about 40 of them 
were members of our Sunday schools. The monthly 
distribution of tracts is in operation in many places. 


4. South Alabama. 


Prejudice against our churches on account of its 
doctrines is evidently diminishing. The free circu- 
lation of the Calvinistic Magazine, and the republish- 
ing of Stiles’ Sermon on Predestination, have ¢on- 
tributed much in effecting a change’ in the public 
Pgpbyterian church. ‘9 

5. North Alabama. 


Very many have pledged themselves net to support 
any candidate for public offices, who -either directly 
or indirectly treats during the election cativass, . 


6.. Tombigbee. aa 
Within some of the churches and places belonging: 
to this presbytery, and especially those within -the 
limits of the Choctaw nation, the Lord has. béen 
pleased to revive his work, and a number have been 
the hopeful subjects of renewing grace. Gi 
within the Choctaw nation, has enjoyed a revival 
religion, and as the fruits, six have ad 
church. e would also gratefully mention thei gra, 
cious outpourings. of God’s Spirit at another; plat 
within our bounds, where as many as thirty gave 
satisfactory evidence of their conversion to God, and 
have, it is believed, united themselves with the church 
of Christ. A more than ordinary excitement on’ the 
abject of religion, during the past season, has-pre- 
vailed in the church at Mayhew, and 120 have: been 
added to the church at, that place.. Of the members 
belonging to the Mayhew ehurch, 120 are natives, 
the greater part of them full Choctaws. 


7. Charleston Union, S. C. t ’ 


4 
at 


has been more than ordinary attention among the 
coloured people, and rather unusual numbers have 
been admitted to the ordinances of God’s house. ‘The 
cause of seamen still progresses, and its prosperity 
has probably exceeded that of any preceding year, 


8. Fayetteville, N. C. 


In two or three of our congregations in the county 
of Moore,'72 communicants have been added to the 
church within S a three months. ine evidences 
of grace given by the young communicants, on their 
seb oak ly pasencaieey to their admission to’ the 
ordinances of God’s house, have been more than or- 
— satisfactory, and their knowledge of the 
plan 


salvation uncommonly clear. 
9. Susquehannah, Pa. 

The Sabbath-breaker, the intemperate, and the infi- 
del, have been loud in their invectives against Calvin- 
ism, Presbyterianism, Bible societies, Temperance 
societies, and all other kindred institutions. This 
violent and unreasonable opposition from without, al- 








around them, 


‘though lamenta le, and perhaps somewhat alarming. 


mind in favour of the doctrines and discipline of the , 


In some of the congregations in the country, there’ -. 


~ 





The above extracts are given rather as specimens 
than as any thing like a complete abstract. And 
therefore a variety has been ‘sought in the topics of 
report. Nearly every presbytery reports encouraging 
progress in the temperance cause, and a majority ex- 
press themselves astonished at its rapidity and power. 
The Bible and Tract cause, Sunday schools, and Bi- 
ble classes, are also reported to be making great pro- 
gress in nearly every one. The number of revivals 
seems to be rather less than common. But the whole 
aspect of the Presbyterign church appears more 
cheering than ever before. 


REVIVALS IN SINGING SCHOOLS. 

A distant cortespondent, with whom we are intimatel 
acquainted, speaks of a revival where be residcs, bees 
racter. ioe pantry saat oo ained 0 leit than 

. Phe i in 
eighty anxious souls. Thisrevival: hesays, firet ce 
choir of singers, there several are rejoi 


iting, She tine choir, were holding 

res, for religious conversation, prayer, 

-. Asmall number of the singers had Sean 

inconsiant attendants; and a number still sinaller had mani- 
fested a spirit of opposition. But the work was not hinder- 
ed.— Western Recorder. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Evangelist. 


THE STRUGGLE. 


We hear much about a struggle or conflict that is 
expected soon-to assume a critical form, between the 
friends of Christ and his enemies. There are certain 
circumstances, however, which do not scem to be 
satisfactorily explained under this view of the sub- 





1. We find a certain portion of the professed disci- 
ples of Christ maintaining, that it is the duty of all 
who wish to be considered Christians to obey his com- 
mands, and especially to cause the gospel to be spee- 

ily preached to. every creature ; and that Christians 
are bound to do all they can for this object, by giving 
their money, their labour, their study, and their 
prayers. We find another large portion strenuously 
ingisting that it is mot necessary to do so much for 
missions, and that their time must be employed in 
em) Ay and their money must be laid. up for 
their families. Here then is a struggle, one party 
ae to get all the money for the spread of 
religion, and the other endeavouring to keep it all for 
the i of their families. Is this a strug- 
gie the friends of Christ and his enemies? 
2. We finda certain portion of professors holding 
the doctrine, that it is the of every Christian to 
abandon the use of ardent spirit, and insisting that 
the temperate drinkers, by their example and influ- 
encg, the weak into a snare, and bind the 
chains of appetite-upon the intemperate. And they 
are forming societies, and holding meetings, and cir- 
culating tracts, wesc premiums for essays, 
obtaining resolutions o: lic bodies, and em- 
ing every fair means, to array not only conscience 
blic sentiment, against the es me and the 
raffic in ardent spirits." We find another large por- 
tion strenuously ones bere ardent spirit is one of 
good creatures of God, for which they ought to 
feel thankful, and that they are in duty bound to 
drink a little to render due homage to the Almighty. 
At any rate, they love it, and drink they will, right or 
wrong. These “rum-drinking Christians” are ex- 
ceedingly uneasy because they cannot make the cold 
water people drink their stuff; and they call it perse- 
cution that it cannot be any longer reputable to be a 
drinker. Many of them also deal in the article, and 
capital in in distilleries and stores. 
bos it is their living, and a living they must 
‘their consciences do not reproich them. 
this does not seem to make any impression on the 
side, but they go right on, and are determined, 
to persuade all the people not to buy the 
which their brethren are endeavouring to 
i If they succeed, all the liquor sellers 
the distillers, who depend upon this business 
ivelihood, (and no others pretend to apologize 
) become bankrupts and come upon the 
PPpo: This eis therefore for 
is vital. It admits of no compromise. 
perencs one side, and that the side of the 
ist? 


is other bone of peanepieee wet 
.. It is respecting the observance of the 
day. There is a pretty formidable and 
professors, who insist upon. it 
to be kept holy, and that 

to secular concerns on thet day, by working, 
reading secular news, going or sending to the 
j ing in boats or stages, and the like, 
. they haye formed a “General 
e eee the Sabbath,” 
ing books, ets, newspapers, 
in the public mind a sense of 
commandment of God, 


They 


cRUSEET 
Tae 


is 
| 


5 
z 


cts 


j 


r 


t 


BEE 
2 
i 


es 


et: 


i be but one sort in the 
What these measures shall be is a secret, 


| which human weakness ought not even to conjecture. 


ill be such as are becoming for infinite Wis- 
r Goodness. And they will be effectual. 
This great struggle among professors of religion, 
ut giving money for the extension of the gospel, 
about renouncing rum, and about keeping the 
Sabbath day holy, will come to a crisis, and be settled 
for ever; and one sort willeither become merged in 
the other, or go off to the world, or be removed. 
there will remain Tam description of Christian 
professors, whom will think*suitable to employ 
in the conversion of the world. Which will it be, 
the money-giving or the money-hoarding, the rum- 
abhorrinz or the rum-drinking, the Sabbath-keeping 
or the Sabbath-breaking ! Which will it be? 
EARNEST. 


For the Evangelist. 
PRAYER OF FAITH. 


Mr. Editor—I do not feel satisfied to have this sub- 
ject stand precisely as it is left in your columns. It 
seems to me. that both the Dr. and his reviewer are a 
little fogey on some points, or at least that they have 
left the great question, “ what is the prayer of faith?” 
very loosely answered. 

The phrase, prayer of faith, is not found in the 
Bible, nor so far as I know, any thatisexactly equiva- 
lent to it. It is commonly used pe ¢ us, so far as I 
know, to denote prayer, accompanied With the confi- 
dent persuasion that God will t the very thing 
prayed for. Ido not see how this persuasion can be 
faith at all. It seems to m@ tobe more like hope. 
Faith is the belief of a revealed.fact. In the case 
supposed, of my praying for the conversion of J. S., 
what revelation have I to believe on the subject? Ad- 
mitting that I have this confidefit expectation, and 
that J. S. should not be converted? Such things do 
often occur. Has the scripture been broken? God 
has promised, that if I believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, I shallbe saved. If this fails, God’s promise 
fails. But as I read the Bible, there is nothing I can 
do, as acondition precedent, which enables me to claim 
a promise of the coaversion of J. 8. 

If I undertake to believe that J. S. will be convert- 
ed, I exercise the same kind of faith on this subject, 
which the ultra Calvinists exereise in regard to their 
beirig among the elect, “a faith not founded on scrip- 
ture, sense, or reason.” The prayer of faith, is 
prayer believing what God has promised in regard to 
the subject matter of the request.. The question what 

has promised, must be decided by a reference to 
the Bible, which contains all that God has promised 
on any subject. 

In the prayer of faith, therefore, it cannot be essen- 
tial, to believe that God will grant that specific bless- 
ing prayed for, unless he has revetled that he will. 
If before I exercise the prayer of fath, I must believe 
that God will grant the mere on what grounds or 
evidence must I believe it? If I attempt to exercise 
such a belief, must I not do it by the enthusiastic pro- 
cess, working myself up. to the belief, without evi- 
dence ? 

If I should leave it here, I should do injustice to 
the subject. Christians often pray for specific bless- 
ings, say the conversion of J. S., witha peculiar ear- 
nestness and agony of desire; “traveiling in birth,” 
the Apostle calls it. Sometimes alsc they are led to 
feel a are expectation that the Messing, will ‘be 
granted. This expectation seems to arise, not from 


external evidence, but from some inward impression | . 


on the mind; and is a thing not sought, or run into, 
but which seems to come upon a person without any 
effort of his own. Often this feeling gives peculiar 
earnestness and point to his prayers. Often too, the 
result meets the expectation. 

I do not think this is faith, for it does not lay hold 
of any thing that God has testified. In many cases, 
I believe it may arise from the influentes of the Holy 
Spirit ; in others I doubt not it is the effect.of a heated 
imagination. In the former case it seems right that 
this fervent expectation should be cherished. In the 
latter it shouldybe subjected to the understanding, and 
brought do the level of the evidence. If it is 
the work of the Holy Spirit, it must be a holy work, 
i. e. accompanied with a special exercise of those — 
affections which the Spirit delights to produce, suc 
as humility, love to God, pure benevolence, not grow- 
ing out of natural relation, but out of a zeal forfiod’s 
glory, with asense also of God’s ability to do%t, and 
of the sufficiency of Christ to take away the sin which 
naturally hinders it from being done. This expecta- 
tion, so far as it is rational, may perhaps be rather con- 
sidered as an inference from the assistance received 
of the Spirit in prayer. On this subject, I cannot 
better express myself than in the words of President 
Edwards, in part ii. sec. 2, of his ‘Thoughts on the 
revival,” Works, vol. 4, p. 206. 

In order to drawing a just inference from the supposed 
assistance we have had in prayer for a particular mercy, and 
judging of the probability of the bestowment of that indi- 
vidual mercy, many things must be considered. . We must 
consider the importance of the mercy sought, and the prin- 
ciple whence we so earnestly desire it ; how far it is good, 
and agreeable to the mind and will of God; the degree of 
love to God that we exercised in our prayer; the degree of 
discovery that is made of the divine erence A and the de- 
gree in which our assistance is manifestly atingatihing 
with respect to that mercy. And thereis nothing of greater 
importance in the argument than the degree of humility, 
poverty of spirit, self-emptiness, and resignation to the holy 
will of God, which God gives us the exercise of in our seek- 
ing that mercy : Praying for a particular mercy with much 
of these things, I have often seen blessed with a remarkable 
bestowment of the particular thing asked for. 

From what has been said, we may see which way God may, 
only by the ordinary gracious influences of his Spirit, 
sometimes give his saints special reason a for the be- 
stowment of a particular mercy they desire have prayed 
for, and which we may su he@ftentimes gives eminent 
saints, that have great degrees of humility, and much com- 
munion with God. And here, I humbly conceive, some 
eminent servants of Jesus Christ that have appeared in the 
church of God, that we read of in ecclesiastical story, have 
heen lcd into a mistake ; and through want of distinguishing 
such things as these from immediate revelutions, have 
thought that God has favoured them, in some instances, with 
the same kind of divine influences that the apostles and 
prophets had of old. r 


For the Evangelist. 
IS GOD THE AUTHOR OF SIN! 

I propose this question, not to discuss it, ut to di- 
rect attention to some important practical cqnsidera- 
tions. 

Let-me address myse!f toa preacher of the gospel. 
Your vo@ation is to persuade sinners to come to Jesus 
Christ and be saved. Unless they come, they must 

trish. 'Whereveryou preach, you will exercise som - 
influence in this infinitely interesting matter. This 
influence may be salutary, or it maybe pernicious ; 
but you never can preach without exerting some influ- 
ence, good or bad... 

You know that sinners are wilfully blind, and that 
it is difficult to bring them even to look toward the 
teh, and most difficalt to persuade them to embrace 
it. I speak of human instrumentality ; and as God 


. | see# fit to use this instrumentality, it ordinarily has 


effect according to its own nature. If sincere, zeal- 
ous, judicious efforts are made, ordinarily are 
crowned with success. Much effort that is used un- 
> gee does harm. To induce men to believe 

gospel, you must use means calculated in the 
course of human instrumentalityto attain this end. 
‘“‘T am made ali things to all men, that I might by all 
means save some,” is the language of one, who was 
wise to win souls. 

Suppose that in the discharge of this difficult trust, 
you by your mistake, prejudice men agai 
the truth. Of how many souls may one such mistake 
occasion the loss? Have you seriously considered this ? 





If they do not hear you, they may never have another 


NEW YORK EVANGELIST. 
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You — ya such a feeling of aver. 
as vent them ever atte i 
on tp Praca gospel. I agree that ail thin’nee be 
d their moaaeey be on their own heads, and 
you may be clear. But scppose that your mistake has 
arisen a want of care, circumspection, or pains 
required by your station ; that you have not in fact 
properly rgarded and prepared for the difficulty and 
delicacy of the work before you ; what is your respon- 
sibility ! “‘ Who is sufficient for these things?” It will 
not do to throw these ‘considerations behind you and 
go forward. You act at the peril of your soul, and 
ag tremendous responsibility for the souls of others. 
ou cannot calculate this responsibility.. You have 
all-sufficient help, if you will seek it in a proper spirit ; 
but think carefully how much consideration, what 
fervent prayer, what deep humility this spirit requires ; 
and think too, how many on this point deceive them- 
selves. Many are deceived by the pride of their 
hearts—the pride of opinion—self-confidence. 

I will now state a few facts. 1st. There are thou- 
sands in this country, to whom your openly holding, 
that God‘is the author of sin, will render your minis- 
try entirely useless. They will not hear a preacher 
ge | such doctrine. 2d. Of those, who do hear, 
with the far greater number, this doctrine will lie like 
an incubus upon all your preaching, and render it life- 
less. It isno matter how forcibly you may preach 
truth, this doctrine known to your hearers will take off 
the point of every arrow youmayaim. 3. There are 
thousands, whom your holding this doctrine will pre- 
judice against the denomination to which you belong, 
and exclude from all means of grace supplied by this 
denomination. 

These truths may not be learned in colleges, but I 
assure you that in the world, wherein I have been con- 
versant for many years, tMey are plainly and forcibly 
taught. Are you prepared td exclude yourself from 
usefulness in the gospel ministry, or even to be a hin- 
drance in its way? If not, take heed to this doc- 
trine. 

I say nothing against this doctrine. As you under- 
stand it, it may be true. But do not say therefore, 
that you are bound to preach it. For you will not 
pretend that you find thé assertion any where in the 
Bible—God is the author of sin ; and all you can say 
is, that this is a just inference from what is contained 
in the Bible. Now consider, there may be inconclu- 
siveness in drawing this inference; there may be 
inaccuracy in expressing it; and a certain discipline 
of mind may be necessary to understand it. You will 
admit, that thie doctrine, as some understand it, is false. 
I will tell you, that very few understand it in a sense 
in which its most zealous advocates will agree that it 
is true. It is a metaphysical puzzle. A position so 
expressed, that while in the view of common sense it 
is absurd, it may by abstract reasoning be proved true. 

Iam aware, that a distinguished divine has lately 
(in language sufficiently bold, to say no more) asserted 
that the Holy Ghost has witnesstd in favour of this 
doctrine, by blessing the labours of those who hold it. 
May I ask, Did he ever know any blessing upon the 
preaching of this doctrine* for all who hold, do not 
preach it. It sometimes happens that abstract doc- 
trines do not influence the mind or the heart ; because 
other practical doctines rest with such weight upon 
those holding these abstract doctrines, as to exclude 
from their attention every thing, which does not im- 
mediately address itself to men on the subject of their 
salvation. But I believe, that there are very few, 
whose usefulness is not much impaired by abstract 
speculation. A LAYMAN. 


For the Evangelist. 
THE “ ALARM.” 


Mr. Editor,—I confess I was amazed at the article 
in your paper of last week, signed D. and copied from 
the Methodist Advocate ; amazed, not at its ill temper, 
for that is natural eneugh, when those, who have op- 
posed an object so pugnaciously as D. hag the various 
benevolent enterprises for the extension of religion, 
see them by the blessing of God, rolling onward with 
increasing majesty and excellency; but amazed at the 
writer’s profound ignorance of the institutions he 
vilifies. 

He thinks they are all Presbyterian institutions. It 
is true he professes to except the Bible Society, but 
this is evidently for decency’s sake alone, and is done 
with the worst possible grace. The fact is, that not 
one of those institutions is Presbyterian. I will take 
them in their order. 

Is the Seamen’s Friend Society Presbyterian? Its 
officers and managers are of various denominations. 
At least 4 are represented in its executive committee. 
Its measures are not Presbyterian, but of the most 
catholic character, gaining for it the confidence of 
all the friends of seamen. 

s the Sunday school Union Presbyterian? I do 
@ot think our Episcopal, and Baptist, and Moravian 
brethren will thank this D. for telling them they are 
all cyphers in this concern. 

Is the Temperance Society Presbyterian? Are the 
Presbyterians the only people, who have philanthropy 
and self-denial enough to leave off drinking rum and 
brandy ? Is Dr. Hosack a Presbyterian? Is Wilbur 
Fisk a Presbyterian ? 

The Tract Society, is that Presbyterian too ? Shade 
of Summerfield! shall the principles for which thy 
last earthly powers were spent, be not only renounced 
by thy brethren, but vilified as pam ey A very 
Presbyterian thing to distgibute monthly tracts, thirty 
thousand a month in thig city alone, and to extend 
this distribution to more than two millions of people 
throughout the United States. 

The Home Missionary Society is not Presbyterian. 
Its constitution does not make it Presbyterian. Its 
oganization does not make it Presbyterian. Its pro- 
ceedings do not make it Presbyterian. Has D., 
thus setting himself as an oracular adviser of ‘“ Pres- 
byterians and Congregationalists,” confined his search 
after information, so entirely to the proceedings of 
one sect, as not to know any thing about the struggle 
which this society has had to maintain against the 
power of the Presbyterian church? Have not the Ge- 
neral Assembly barely suffered it to live, while by their 
organs, the board of missions and its secretary, the 
most earnest efforts have been made to close the 
western churches against all co-operation with this 
society? While Congregationalism is denounced by 
those who claim to be the only genuine, true blue Pres- 
byterians ; is it credible that the Congregationalists 
would all support the society as they do, if they thought 
itsectarian? It isa Christian society, a union of Chris- 
tians as such, to send out, or to aid in supporting Chris- 
tian ministers, as such. — I say it by conjecture merely, 
but I do not believe there is any thing in the feelings 
of its conductors, as I know there is not in its consti- 
tution, to prevent their employing either Baptist, 
Methodist, or Episcopal missionaries, if they can get 
Baptist, Methodist and Episcopal money to support 
them. 

The Bible society is as much Presbyterian as any 
of them, but as D. expressly exempts it from his de- 
nunciations, I shall pass it, and inquire about the Ed- 
ucation Society. 

Does not D. know that the leading men of the 
Presbyterian church, at Princeton and Philadelphia, 
have within the year past made a concerted and sys- 
tematic attempt to destroy the confidence of that 
church in this institution, for the avowed purpose of 
building xp a sectarian board of their own, upon its 
ruins? That society has aided a number of Baptist 
and Episcopal young men. Its corresponding secre- 
tary for many years, was the Rev. Dr. Eaton, of Bos- 
ton, an Episcopalian. The society never interferes 
with the doctrinal sentiments, or ecclesiastical con- 
nections, or place of study of its beneficiaries. All 
it asks is suitable evidence of piety, need, and a deter- 
mination to pursue a thorough course of study. On 
these terms it stands publicly pledged to aid every 
young man that applies to them ; and a I have 
no concern in the management of either this or the 





Home Missionary Society, I do not believe any of their 


se 


pledges would be forfeited, or their words broken, to 
avoid the application of a pious Methodist brother. 
The truth is, these institutions go upon a principle 
which is the opposite of every ism on record, the 
principle of receiving all whom Christ receives, and 
of exercising no closer discrimination, than God ex- 
ercises, and of employing and aiding, so far as the 
can in their respective spheres, the energies of 
whom the Holy Ghost sees fit to employ, for the great 
enterprise of the convERSION OF THE WORLD. [f D. 
understood this principle, he would not come forth as 
the vilifier of his brethren. I pray that his heart may 
be prepared by grace, to know the difference between 
zeaLfor a sect, and active efforts to extend the king- 
domf Christ. A FRIEND TO THE SOCIETIES. 


For the Evangelist. 
PARTIAL TRANSUSSTANTIATION. 


Bhave never supposed that the elements used at the 
Lord’ssupper were any thing more than simple bread 
and wine, but that all their spiritual value depended 
upon their being a memorial cf the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. [ have ever understood the celebrated 
argument of Dean Swift, on this point, to be perfectl 
unanswerable. And when we ask of God that he will 
bless the bread and the wine for our benefit in this 
ordinance, we do not ask him to do any thing to the 
articles themselves to alter them in the least, or to 
Se them in any way different from other bread and 
wine. 

I have often heard an expression used in the prayer 
on such occasions, which seems to imply somethin 
more than this. The minister prays that.God wool 
“‘ consecrate and set apart from a common to a sacred 
use, so much of the bread or wine as may be needful 
forthe present occasion.” Now this means some- 
thing or nothing. If nothing, why present such a 
ja@equest to Almighty God? If something, does it not 
mean that God should do something, which should 
alter this bread and make it different from other bread ? 
What is that difference, unless it is a partial transub- 
stantiation? If any one who is in the habit of using 
this expression, will explain what it means, without 
running at all into any popish notion, he will confer a 
favour on one who likes to UNDERSTAND. 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
From the London Missionary Chronicle for May. 
By the kindness of a friend we are enabled to lay before 


our readers the folloying interesting extracts from this long 
established work. 











PAPARA. 


A leiter from four natives of Papara, Deacons of the Church 
of Christ there, addressed to the Directors of the London 
Missionary Society, Dated Feb. 1828. 


Translation. 
Papara, Feb. 1828. 

Friends, Brethren, and Fathers, the Office Bearers of the 
Missionary Society in Britain, may it be well with you. 

Your letter by the hands of Mr. Nott is come to us, and 
we understand its contents, the zood words which you have 
sentto us. You say the people in Beretane (Britain) rejoice 
because the gospel has been received, and has taken root in 
these islands; truly it was of the mercy of God that it has 
done so, it was God himself that planted it, and caused it to 
grow; we were sitting in darkness, and had not sought him, 
but he sought us, he found means of sending his word to 
these islands. 

We were heathen, without Christ, being aliens from the 
politeia (commonwealth) of Israel, and strangers from the 

ise, having no hope, and without a true 

but now, we have some thoughts, that we 

are now made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
As for us, w@Mfave no boasting, God looked upon us in our 
low estate and pitied us, his mercy was free, nothing in us 
to deserve it; out of mercy he sent us promeduas (teachers) 
and made us acquainted with his good word, and caused 
some of us to return to himself, to forsake our idols, and to 
serve him, the living, the true God. Yet we have not re- 
garded the goodness of God, and his mercy towards us, as 
we ought to have done; We have riot set that value upon 
our teachers, upon the preaching, the catechising, and 
school instruction, the privileges of the Sabbath, and our 
different meetings, which these things demand from us; we 
have been too careless and thoughtless. 

Brethren and Fathers, you have pitied us, and sent us our 
teachers, that we might Know the way of life; continue to 
pray for us, that we may regard with steadfastness the ‘in- 
structions of our teachers. 

Our promedua (teacher) is diligently cautioning us to 
stand fast, and not turn to another gospel, for it is true that 
some strange doctrines have been of late propagated at Ta- 
hiti, but we have not received those strange things, neither 
will we countenance them. 

We have also beside, heard a report, that some false teach- 
ers are coming to these islands, and that they are come to 
Oahu, but we pray that God may cause those repens of 
another gospel to return, that the true work 0 in these 
islands may not be disturbed by them. 

You do well in stirring us up to diligence and watchful- 
ness; we are seeking for diligence, and for watchfulness, 
and that the evil may be cast away, and that what is good 
may grow and increase in us, and that our conversation 
may besuch as becometh the gospel of Christ, but still there 
is much coldness and carelessness in us, it is well to stir us 
up and excite us to vigilance. 

We are not without some thought of our brethren that are 

one to teach the heathen, we are collecting a little property 
“ their use. Friends and brethren, we entreat you also to 
continue your efforts that this gospel may be known in all 
lands. 

May it be well with you, and may all be saved by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

TAarvHog, 
Rarimag, 
TAHUTINI, 
Pareivi, 


Deacons of the church of Papara, in behalf 
of all the brethren. 


SINGAPORE. 


Encouraging proofs of the less distinguished but real intro- 
duction and advancement of the pure and undefiled reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ among the Siamese. 


Singular Fact. 


April lst. A young man, mentioned a little before in the 
Journal, it is said, came again this evening and joined in 
worship. He seems to be making some progress towards 
truth, and my companion Gutzlaff spent a good deal of time 
with him in Christian conversation. He related to us a 
singular fact:—In his neighbourhood, remote from - 
kok, there was an old sage, eighty years of age, who 
his ighbours some time back, that within six years a Re- 
deemer or Saviour of his nation should r. For the 
present, because their sins were lying upon them there was 
no salvation. On hearing of our arrival at Bangkok and 
seeing the books, he said, “these are the forerunners of him 
that Tspoke of.’ This may perhaps afford some explanation 
of the reason why the question has been so often put to us, 
“3 Jesus come hither?’ Probably with some eprneing» 
of truth much of the darkness of error is mingled, and the 
old man and others of.his country, may, like the Jews of 
old, be waiting for a es rather than a spiritual deli- 

i 


verer. ‘§pe young man himself also put the same question 
hig 


to nig! 
An interesting case. 


While writing the above, Gutzlaff came into my room to 
tell me some more cheering news! A man who has Jong 
been a frequent visitor and constant reader came in just 
now, and said, he continued reading our books, and when 
he had done with them, dispersed them among his neigh- 
bours, and had frequent conversations with them about 
their contents. Several approved, but others made objec- 
tions, saying, the books cannet be good, because they x 
of the worship of only one God, and say that the gods o 
wood and stone, &c. are no gods! He, however, remains 
unshaken, and boldly maintains the truth of these new doc- 
trines, and is not ashamed to avow himself a worshipper of 
the one true God, the maker of heaven and earth, to whom 
he bends his knee, and makes his supplication thrice a day. 
While relating these things in his usuat frank energetic 
manner, half a dozen Hainam men were In the room and 
heard the whole, which may, through the Lord’s blessing, 
prove a useful germon to them. He has often interested us 
by his open, cheerful, and bold spirit, and has spent many 
hours, either in sitting solitary in our room, reading the 
books, or explaining and commenting upon them to any 
who might happen to be present. 

From George Bennett, Esq. to the Home Secretary. 


easure of handing you a sovereign, the dying 

ey — little girl in’ effield, who had, during 

several years of her short life, delighted to contribute the 
amount of her little savi to the missionary cause. 

When it was announced to the dear child that she must 
soon depart, she said, “ You know, Ma, how happy the Mis- 
sionary Society has made me. I gave all I had, you know, 
when the collectors called a fewdays ago; but I have been 





thinking whether there is not something m 

that I could leave. You know, Ma, 1 ave po 5 “a 
bottles of medicine, and surely the bottles are mine. So -! 
must let thent be sold, and give the amount to the Mission. 
ary Society, you can give something else to the servant. Af. 
ter the child’s death the bottles were accordingly sold, and 
the mother (Mrs. M.) with whom I happened accidentally to 
travel in the coach from Sheffield to Y ork, put into my hand 
oe G — es aor tg of the sale of the bottles, with 

at I would let i iced i Missi 

Chronicle as a stimulus to ot hag ee te’ | 


~ 


MONTHLY CONCERT. 


The following valuable sentiments are from the 
address of the Presbyterian General Assembly, adopt- 
ed at their late meeting. 


With all these teachings and examples of holy 
writ, our own observation, brethren, is in perfect ac- 
cordance. Have we ever known a revival of religion, 
in a particular congregation or region of country, 
which did not commence in the revival of a spirit of 
prayer among God’s people? He begun with them; 
he revived them first. Perhaps, indeed, their number 
was very small, but he impressed their spirits with a 
deep feeling of the constraining love of Christ, and 
of the infinite valte of immortal souls, in danger of 
perishing all around them; and they cried mightily 
unto God for the influences of his Holy Spiritto re. 
vive his work ; to show forth his glory; and to save 
sinners from their impending doom. ‘Their cry was 
heard and answered; the influences of the Spirit of 
grace descended ‘as showers that water the earth;” 
converts were multiplied; and saints and angels re- 
joiced over many sinners who repented and turned 
to God . 

Consider attentively, brethren, the signs of the 
times. The day in which we liye—blessed be God— 
is a day of much Christian enterprise, and of great 
expectation. But in our country at least, it is also a 
day in which the great adversary of souls, and his 
agents among impious men, are alarmed, awake, act- 
ive, alert, banding together, forming every device, and 
putting forth every energy to arrest and counteract the 
progress of truth and righteousness. We derive en- 
couragement from knowing that if God be for us none 
can be against us, so as to succeed eventually. He 
will ultimately and assuredly take care of his own 

cause, and sustain it effectually. But in the meantime, 

if we are not much engaged in prayer that he tay 

now appear, and plead his cause among ourselves, 
we cannot tell to what lengths, in just displeasure at 

our remissness, he may suffer the wicked to prevail 

and triumph, and cover us with confusion—before he 

arises and scatters them as chaff before the whirl. 
wind. We cannot tell but he will suffer his cause to 
languish and almost expire, in our own happy land, 
while he shall be pleading and reviving it in other 
countries. We verily are in jeopardy ; and our refuge 
and hope are in God alone. Use whatever other means 
we may, jf there is not much earnest prayer—the 
prayer of faith, wrestling \ ith the angel of the cove. 
nant, the mighty God of Jacob, for his interposition, 
for his blessing on the other means, for his efficiency 
to be imparted to them—all will be vain and utterly 
abortive. The power to give them effect is all of God ; 
and he seems to be waiting, to see whether we are 
sensible of our dependence, whether we acknowledge 
it, whether w- deeply feel it, whether it will bring us 
with great and united importunity to his throne of 
grace, to plead with him to exert his power in our 

behalf; to send down his Holy Spirit ; to turn his 

enemies into friends ; to melt down all opposition, and 

to give his cause aglorious triumph throughout our 

beloved country ; and ere long, throughout the world 
at large. Our Sabbath, and Infant, and Common 

schools, our Bible classes, our Bible, Missionary, Ed- 

ucation, Tract, and Temperance societies, our Col- 

leges and Theological Seminaries, our Catechetical 

instructions, and the faithful and sound preaching of 
evangelical truth, are all means—most happily adapt- 
ed in their nature and design, to promote a 
human happiness, and the salvation of immortal souls. 

But none of these, nor all of them combined, will 
effect what their best friends desire, unless the special 
blessing of Gad attends them. ~In the »enthly con- 

cet all these institutions and operations ougiit to be 
remembered ; they ought to be borne on the heartsfof ‘ 
God’s praying people, when they beseech him to revive 

pure and undefiled religion. 'These—we repeat it— 

and ,gll other benevolent institutions and operations, 

ought to be regarded simply as moral means; the in- 

struments admirably fitted to produce reformation ; 

but which, notwithstanding, never will produce it, on 

hearts naturally at enmity with God, unless he take 

them into his own hands, and put into them a resist- 

less efficiency. To think otherwise, is to idolize hu- 

man instrumentality, it is to put it in the place of God. 

On this he will always frown; and if we are thus éelf- 

sufficient, he will frown on us, and will show us by 

mournful experience, that without him we can do no- 

thing, that all our best plans and efforts will effect 

nothing, till he shall please to interpose’ and crown 

them with success. It is in prayer that we recognise 

this truth ; we acknowledge it to God, and impress it 

on our own hearts. Wego out of ourselves; we con- 

fess our utter impotence ; and ‘we lift up our eyes to 

the hills, from whence cometh our help;” deéply 

sensible that *‘ our help cometh from the aa which 

made heaven and earth.” 
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CHRISTIAN ENTERPRISE. 

It is now two years, since the American Education 
Society publicly engaged to aid, according to its rules, 
as many pious indigent young men as would offerthem- 
selves for the work of the ministry. They are under no 
restraint as to the place where they shall pursue their 
studies, the only pledge being that they shall obtain 
a thorough education. 

Compare with this public pledge of receiving atu, 
the following report of the Dutch board of educa. 


tion. 


“Thirteen is the number now under the care of the com- 
mittee. The number might have been considerably enlarg- 
ed had not the embarrassments of the Committee in meeting 
their obligations to those already received, admonished them 
of the imprudence of assuming further responsibility. The 
have therefore felt constrained to decline receiving any ad- 
ditional beneficiaries under their care, and to discourage 
applications from being made, and they could not have felt 


authorised to receive the two added to their list this year, had 


not the amount necessary to their support, been pledged by 


auxiliary associations. 

The Dutch church, with its full supply of minis- 
ters, its happy state of union, its great wealth, needs 
to be roused to more corresponding efforts, or it wil] 
not do its share towards the conversion of the world. 
It is to be hoped their new paper, the Christian Intel- 
ligencer, will do a great service, and prove an enlight- 
ener and a mover, as well as an intelligencer, re- 
epecting their responsibility to a perishing world, and 
the enlarged efforts of other portions of the church, 
to meet those high obligations. 


LAY PREACHING. 
It has long been a conviction in the minds of many 
that before the world would be converted the church 
would be constrained to make a much greater use of 








The above extracts are given rather as specimens 
than as any thing like a complete abstract. And 
therefore a variety has been ‘sought in the topics of 
report. Nearly every presbytery reports encouraging 
progress in the temperance cause, and a majority ex- 
press themselves astonished at its rapidity and power. 
The Bible and Tract cause, Sunday schools, and Bi- 
ble classes, are also reported to be making great pro- 
gress in nearly every one. The number of revivals 
seems to be rather less than common. But the whole 
aspect of the Presbyterign church appears more 
cheering than ever before. 


REVIVALS IN SINGING SCHOOLS. 
with whom we are intimately 


e solemnly i 
Rchopeitivan dur oeieetin 
: yea, for religious conversation, prayer, 
.. Asmall number of the singers had abe te 
attendants; and a number still sinaller had mani- 
fested a spirit.of opposition. But the work was not hindcr- 
ed.— Western Recorder. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Evangelist. 
THE STRUGGLE. 


We hear much about a struggle or conflict that is 
expected soon to assume a critical form, between the 
friends of Christ and his enemies. There are certain 
circumstances, however, which do not seem to be 
satisfactorily explained under this view of the sub- 


1. We find a certain portion of the professed disci- 
ples of Christ ea RE that it is the duty of all 
who wish to be considered Christians to obey his com- 
mands, and especially to cause the gospel to be spee- 

i to- every creature ; and that Christians 
are bound to do all they can for this object, by giving 
their nee their labour, their study, and their 
prayers. We find another large portion strenuously 
ingisting that it is not necessary to do so much for 
ee oe time must. be en en 

ing money, ir money must be laid. up for 
their fanilice Here then is a struggle, one party 
nee to get all the money for the spread of 
religion, and the other endeavouring to keep it all for 
the i nt of their families. Is this a strug- 

the friends of Christ and his enemies? 

' 2. We find'a certain portion of professors holding 
the doctrine, that it is the duty of every Christian to 
abandon the use of ardent rut, and insisting that 
the temperate drinkers, by their example and imflu- 
ence | eam rae @ snare, and sare 
e of appetite-upon intemperate.’ And they 
are forming societies, and holding meetings, and cir- 
culating tracts, and offering premiums for essays, 
| obtaining resolutions of public bodies, and em- 

ing every fair means, to array not only conscience 

blic sentiment, against the indulgence and the 

taffic in ardent spirits.. We find another large por- 
tion strenuously ee ardent spirit is one of 
the creatures of » for which they ought to 
feel thankful, and that they are in duty bound to 
drink a little to render due homage to the Almighty. 
At any rate, thev love it, and drink they will, right or 
wrong. These “rum-drinking Christians” are ex- 
ceedingly uneasy because they cannot make the cold 
water people drink their stuff; and they call it perse- 
cution that it cannot be any longer vy to bea 
drinker. Many of them also deal in the article, and 
have a large capital invegted in distilleries and stores. 
ne oe it is their living, and a living they must 
have, and their consciences do not reprozch them. 
All this does not seem to make any impression on the 
other side, but they go right on, andere determined, 
if they can, to persuade all the people not to buy the 
liquor out of which their brethren are endeavouring to 
make aliving. If they succeed, all the liquor sellers 
and all the distillers, who depend upon this business 
for a livelihood, (and no others pretend to apologize 
for it) must become bankrupts and come upon the 
town for support. This struggle ‘is therefore for 
dear life. It is vital. It admits of no compromise. 
Are both parties on one side, and that the side of the 

Lord Christ ? } 

vite v7 other bone ve peernine ge 

. It is respecting the observance of the 

Sabbath da ag Pee bs pretty formidable and 
° lous non oo who insist upop.it 
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holy, and that W- 
t day, by working, 
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the oer oad the Sabbath,” 
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Sabbath, they ought to go on, especially as they 
an to put inary reba ok of six yoyo 
missionary next concert, i 
should be there, contac toot o 
day is not worth as two dollars in their esti- 
mation, and that 
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le among professors of religion, 
about giving money for the extension of the gospel, 
ing rum, and about keeping the 
come to a crisis, and be settled 
for ever; and one sort willeither become merged in 
the other, or go off to the world, or be removed. And 
there will remain that description of Christian 
professors, whom will think*suitable to employ 
in the conversion of the world. Which will it be, 
the money-giving or the money-hoarding, the rum- 
abhorriny or the ne Sinking Sabbath-keeping 
or the Sabbath-breaking ! hich will it be? 
EARNEST. 


For the Evangelist. 
PRAYER OF FAITH. 


Mr. Editor—I do not feel satisfied to have this sub- 
ject stand precisely as it is left in your columns. It 
seems to me. that both the Dr. and his reviewer are a 
little foggy on some points, or at least that they have 
left the great question, “what is the prayer of faith ?” 
very loosely answered. rid 

The phrase, prayer of faith, is not found in the 
Bible, norso far as I know, any thatisexactly equiva- 
lent to it. It is commonly used among us, so far as I 
know, to denote prayer, accompanied with the confi- 
dent persuasion that God will grant the very thing 
prayed for. Ido not see how this persuasion can be 
faith at all. It seems to m@ tobe more like hope. 
Faith is the belief of a revealed. fact. In the case 
supposed, of my praying for the conversion of J. S., 
what revelation have I to believe on the subject? Ad- 
mitting that I have this confidefit expectation, and 
that J. S. should not be converted? Such things do 
often occur. Has the scripture been broken? God 
has promised, that if I believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, I shallbe saved. If this fails, God’s promise 
fails. But as I read the Bible, there is nothing I can 
do,as acondition precedent, which enables me to claim 
a promise of the coaversion of J. 8. 

If I undertake to believe that J. S. will be convert- 
ed, I exercise the same kind of faith on this subject, 
which the uitra Calvinists exereise in regard to their 
beirig among the elect, “a faith not founded on scrip- 
ture, sense, or reason.” The prayer of faith, is 
prayer believing what God has promised in regard to 
the subject matter of the request.. The question what 

d has promised, must be decided by a reference to 
the Bible, which contains all that God has promised 
on any subject. 

In the prayer of faith, therefore, it cannot be essen- 
tial, to believe that God will grant that specific bless- 
ing prayed for, unless he has revetled that he will. 
If before I exercise the prayer of fath, I must believe 
that God will grant the blessing, 9n what grounds or 
evidence must I believe it? if I attempt’ to exercise 
such a belief, must I not do it by the enthusiastic pro- 
cess, working myself up. to the belief, without evi- 
dence ? 

If I should leave it here, I should do injustice to 
the subject. Christians often pray for specific bless- 
ings, say the conversion of J. S., witha peculiar ear- 
nestness and aeeey of desire; ‘‘travailing in birth,” 
the Apostle calls it. Sometimes alsq they are led to 
feel a strong expectation that the blessing, will ‘be 
granted. This expectation seems to arise, not from 
external evidence, but from some inward impression 
on the mind; and is a thing not sought, or run into, 
but which seems to come upon a person without any 
effort of his own. Often this feeling gives peculiar 
earnestness and point to his prayers. Often too, the 
result meets the expectation. 

I do not think this is faith, for it does not lay hold 
of any thing that God has testified. In many cases, 
I believe it may arise from the influentes of the Holy 
Spirit; in others I doubt not it is the effect.of a heated 
imagination. In the former case it seems. right that 
this fervent expectation should be cherished. In the 
latter it shouldybe subjected to the understanding, and 
brought do the level of the evidence. If it is 
the work of the Holy Spirit, it must be a holy work, 
i. e. accompanied with a special exercise of those hol 
affections which the Spirit delights to produce, suc 
as humility, love to , pure benevolence, not grow- 
ing out of natural relation, but out of a zeal forfiod’s 
glory, with asense also of God’s ability to dot, and 
of the sufficiency of Christ to take away the sin which 
naturally hinders it from being done. This expecta- 
tion, so far as it is rational, may perhaps be rather con- 
sidered as an inference from the assistance received 
of the Spirit in prayer. On this subject, I cannot 
better express myself than in the words of President 
Edwards, in part ii. sec. 2, of his “Thoughts on the 
revival,” Works, vol. 4, p. 206. 

In order to drawing a just inference from the supposed 
assistance we have had in prayer for a particular mercy, and 
judging of the probability of the bestowment of that indi- 
vidual mercy, many thi must be considered. © must 
consider the importance of the mercy sought, and the prin- 
ciple whence we so earnestly desire it ; how far it is good, 
and agreeable to the mind and will of God; the degree of 
love to God that we exercised in our prayer; the degree of 
discovery that is made of the divine eee and the de- 
gree in which our assistance is manifestly mtingubhiog 
with respect to that mercy. And there is nothing of greater 
importance in the argument than the degrce of humility, 
poverty of spirit, self-emptiness, and resignation to the holy 
will of God, which God gives us the exercise of in our seek- 
ing that mercy: Praying for a particular mercy with much 
of these things, I have often seen blessed with a remarkable 
bestowment of the particular thing asked for. 

From what has been said, we may see which way God may, 
only by the ordinary gracious influences of his Spint, 
sometimes & ged his saints special reason to hope for the be- 
stowment of a particular mercy they desire and have prayed 
for, and which we may suppose hc@ftentimes gives eminent 
saints, that have great degrees of humility, and much com- 
munion with God. And here, I humbly conceive, some 
eminent servants of Jesus Christ that have appeared in the 
church of God, that we read of in ecclesiastical story, have 
heen Ied into a mistake ; and through want of distinguishing 
‘such things as these from immediate revelations, have 
thought that God has favoured them, in some instances, with 


same kind of divine influences that the apostles and 
prophets had of old. 


For the Evangelist. 
Is GOD THE AUTHOR OF SIN! 

I propose this question, not to discuss it, hut to di- 
rect attention to some important practical cqnsidera- 
tions. 

Let-me address myse!f toa preacher of the gospel. 
Your vo@ation is to persuade sinners to come to Jesus 
Christ and be saved. Unless they come, they must 

rish. Whereveryou preach, you will exercise som - 
influence in this infinitely interesting matter. This 
influence may be salutary, or it may,be pernicious ; 
but you never can preach without exerting some influ- 
ence, good or bad... 

You know that sinners are wilfully blind, and that 
it is difficult to bring them even to ook toward the 
wh, and most difficalt to persuade them to embrace 
it. I speak of human instrumentality ; and as God 


. | see# fit to use this instrumentality, it ordinarily has 


effect according to its own nature. If sincere, zeal- 
ous, judicious efforts are made, they ordinarily are 
crowned with success. Much effort that is used un- 
> gees does harm. To induce men to believe 
gospel, you must use means calculated in the 
course of human instrumentality:to attain this end. 
“Tam made ali things to all men, that I might by all 
means save some,” is the language of one, who was 
ees ep tbet bn the discharge 
pose that in i of this difficult trust, 
you mistake,and by your mistake, prejudice men against 
the truth. Of how many souls may one such mistake 
occasion the loss? Have you seriously considered this ? 





If they do not hear you, they may never have another 


- 


You may excite such a feelin 
vent them from ever atte again 
on tae preached gospel. I agree that all this may be 
d their meaheey be on their own heads, and 

you may be clear. But scppose that your mistake has 
arisen a want of care, circumspection, or pains 


of aver- 


- | Tequired by your station; that you have not in fact 


properly rogarded and prepared for the difficulty and 


-| delicacy of the work before you ; what is your respon- 


sibility! “* Who is sufficient for these things?” It will 
not do to throw these ‘considerations behind you and 
go forward. You act at the peril of your soul, and 
— tremendous responsibility for the souls of otherg. 
ou cannot calculate this responsibility.. You have 
all-sufficient help, if you will seek it in a proper spirit ; 
but think carefully how much consideration, what 
fervent prayer, what deep humility this spirit requires ; 
and think too, how many on this point deceive them- 
selves. Many are deceived by the pride of their 
hearts—the pride of opinion—self-confidence. 

I will now state a few facts. 1st. There are thou- 
sands in this country, to whom your openly holding, 
that God-is the author of sin, will render your minis- 
try entirely useless. They will not hear a preacher 
holding such doctrine. 2a. Of those, who do hear, 
with the far greater number, this doctrine will lie like 
an incubus upon all your preaching, and render it life- 
less. It is no matter how forcibly you may preach 
truth, this doctrine known to your hearers will take off 
the point of every arrow youmay aim. 3. There are 
thousands, whom your holding this doctrine will pre- 
judice + ave the denomination to which you belong, 
and exclude from all means of grace supplied by this 
denomination. 

These truths may not be learned in colleges, but I 
assure you that in the world, wherein I have been con- 
versant for many years, tley are plainly and forcibly 
taught. Are you prepared td’ excinde yourself from 
usefulness in the gospel ministry, or even to be a hin- 
agg in its way? If not, take heed to this doc- 
rine. 

I say nothing against this doctrine. As you under- 
stand it, it may be true. But do not say therefore, 
that you are bound to preach it. For you will not 
pretend that you find thé assertion any where in the 
Bible—God is the author of sin; and all you can say 
is, that this is a just inference from what is contained 
in the Bible. Now consider, there may be inconclu- 
siveness in drawing this inference; there may be 
inaccuracy in expressing it; and a certain discipline 
of mind may be necessary to understand it. You will 
admit, that this doctrine, assome understand it, is false. 
I will tell you, that very few understand it in a sense 
in which its most zealous advocates will agree that it 
is true. It is a metaphysical puzzle. A position so 
expressed, that while in the view of common sense it 
is absurd, it may by abstract reasoning be proved true. 

Iam aware, that a distinguished divine has lately 
(in language sufficiently bold, to say no more) asserted 
that the Holy Ghost has witnesstd in favour of this 
doctrine, by blessing the labours of those who hold it. 
May I ask, Did he ever know any blessing upon the 
preaching of this doctrine* for all who hold, do not 
preach it. It sometimes happens that abstract doc- 
trines do not influence the mind or the heart ; because 
other practical doctines rest with such weight upon 
those holding these abstract doctrines, as to exclude 
from their attention every thing, which does not im- 
mediately address itself to men on the subject of their 
salvation. But I believe, that there are very few, 
whose usefulness is not much impaired by abstract 
speculation. A LAYMAN. 


For the Evangelist. 
THE “ ALARM.” 


Mr. Editor,—I confess I was amazed at the article 
in your paper of last week, signed D. and copied from 
the Methodist Advocate ; amazed, not at its ill temper, 
for that is natural enough, when those, who have op- 
posed an object so pugnaciously as D. hag the various 
benevolent enterprises for the extension of religion, 
see them by the blessing of God, rolling onward with 
increasing majesty and excellency ; but amazed at the 
writer’s profound ignorance of .the imstitutions he 
vilifies. ok, 

He thinks they are all Presbyterian institutions. It 
is true he professes to except the Bible Society, but 
this is evidently for decency’s sake alone, and is done 
with the worst possible grace. The fact is, that not 
one of those institutions is Presbyterian. I will take 
them in their order. 

Is the Seamen’s Friend Society Presbyterian? Its 
officers and managers are of various denominations. 
At least 4 are represented in its executive committee. 
Its measures are not Presbyterian, but of the most 


all the friends of seamen. 

@s the Sunday school Union Presbyterian? I do 
ot think our Episcopal, and Baptist, and Moravian 
brethren will thank this D. for telling them they are 
all cyphers in this concern. 

Is the Temperance Society Presbyterian? Are the 
Presbyterians the only people, who have philanthropy 
and self-denial enough to leave off drinking rum and 
brandy ? Is Dr. Hosack a Presbyterian? 1 
Fisk a Presbyterian ? 

The Tract Society, is that Presbyterian too? Shade 
of Summerfield! shall the principles for which thy 
last earthly powers were spent, be not only renounced 
by thy brethren, but vilified as eae ng oa A very 
Presbyterian thing to distgibute monthly tracts, thirty 
thousand a month in thig city alone, and to extend 
this distribution to more than two millions of people 
throughout the United States. 

The Home Missionary Society is not Presbyterian. 
Its constitution does not make it Presbyterian. Its 
oganization does not make it Presbyterian. Its pro- 
ceedings do not make it Presbyterian. Has D., 
thus setting himself us an oracular adviser of ‘ Pres- 
byterians and Congregationalists,” confined his search 


one sect, as not to know any thing about the struggle 
which this society has had to maintain against the 
power of the Presbyterian church? Have not the Ge- 
neral Assembly barely suffered it to live, while by their 
organs, the board of missions and its secretary, the 
most earnest efforts have been made to close the 
western churches against all co-operation with this 
society? While Congregationalism is denounced by 
those who claim to be the only genuine, true blue Pres- 
byterians ; is it credible that the Congregationalists 
would all support the society as they do, if they thought 
itsectarian? It is a Christian society, a union of Chris- 
tians as such, to send out, or to aid in supporting Chris- 
tian ministers, as such. I say it by conjecture merely, 
but I do not believe there is any thing in the feelings 
of its conductors, asI know there is not in its consti- 
tution, to prevent their employing either Baptist, 
Methodist, or Episcopal missionaries, if they can get 
Baptist, Methodist and Episcopal money to support 
them. 

The Bible society is as much Presbyterian as any 
of them, but as D. expressly exempts it from his de- 
nunciations, I shall pass it, and inquire about the Ed- 
ucation Society. 

Does not D. know that the leading men of the 
Presbyterian church, at Princeton and Philadelphia, 
have within the year past made a concerted and sys- 
tematic attempt to destroy the confidence of that 
church in this institution, for the avowed purpose of 
building xp 2 sectarian board of their own, upon its 
ruins? That society has aided a number of Baptist 
and Episcopal young men. Its corresponding secre- 
tary for many years, was the Rev. Dr. Eaton, of Bos- 
ton, an Episcopalian. The society never interferes 
with the doctrinal sentiments, or ecclesiastical con- 
nections, or place of study of its beneficiaries. All 
it asks is suitable evidence of piety, need, and a deter- 
mination to pursue a thorough course of study. On 
these terms it stands publicly pledged to aid every 
young man that applies to them; and though I have 
no concern in the management of either this or the 





Home Missionary Society, Ido not believe any of their 


catholic character, gaining for it the confidence of 


s Wilbur 


after information, so entirely to the proceedings of 


pl would be forfeited, or their words broken, to 
avoid the application of a pious Methodist brother. 
The truth is, these institutions go upon a principle 
which is the opposite of every ism on record, the 
principle of receiving all whom Christ receives, and 
of exercising no closer discrimination, than God ex- 
ercises, and of employing and aiding, so far as the 
can in their respective spheres, the energies of 
whom the Holy Ghost sees fit to employ, for the great 
enterprise of the conVERSION OF THEWORLD. If D. 
understood this principle, he would not come forth as 
the vilifier of his brethren. I pray that his heart may 
be prepared by grace, to know the difference between 
zeaLfor a sect, and active efforts to extend the king- 
domf Christ. A FRIEND TO THE SOCIETIES. 


For the Evangelist. 
PARTIAL TRANSUSSTANTIATION. 


Bhave never supposed that the elements used at the 
Lord’ssupper were any thing more than simple bread 
and wine, but that all their spiritual value depended 
upon their being a memorial cf the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christe [ have ever understood the celebrated 
argument of Dean Swift, on this point, to be perfectl 
unanswerable. And when we ask of God that he will 
bless the bread and the wine for our benefit in this 
ordinance, we do not ask him to do any thing to the 
articles themselves to alter them in the least, or to 
make them in any way different from other bread and 
wine. 

I have often heard an expression used in the prayer 
on such occasions, which seems to imply somethin 
more than this. The minister prays that.God woul 
“‘ consecrate and set apart from a common to a sacred 
use, so much of the bread or wine as may be needful 
forthe present occasion.” Now this means some- 
thing or nothing. If nothing, why present such a 
aequest to Almighty God? If something, does it not 
mean that God should do something, which should 
alter this bread and make it different from other bread ? 
What is that difference, unless it is a partial transub- 
stantiation? If any one who is in the habit of using 
this expression, will explain what it means, without 
running at allinto any popish notion, he will confer a 
favour on one who likes to UNDERSTAND. 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 





From the London Missionary Chronicle for May. 


By the kindness of a friend we are enabled to lay before 
our readers the folloying interesting extracts from this long 
established work. 


PAPARA. 


A letter from four natives of Papara, Deacons of the Church 
of Christ there, addressed to the Directors of the London 
Missionary Society, Dated Feb. 1828. 

Translation. 
Papara, Feb. 1828. 

Friends, Brethren, and Fathers, the Office Bearers of the 
Missionary Soe in Britain, may it be well with you. 

Your letter by the hands of Mr. Nott is come to us, and 
we understand its contents, the sood words which you have 
sentto us. You say the people in Beretane (Britain) rejoice 
because the gospel has been received, and has taken root in 
these islands ; vi f it was of the mercy of God that it has 
done so, it was God himself that planted it, and caused it to 
grow; we were sitting in darkness, and had not sought him, 
but he sought us, he found means of sending his word to 
these islands. 

We were heathen, without Christ, being aliens from the 
politeia (commonwealth) of Israel, and strangers from the 

ise, having no hope, and without a true 

but now, we have some thoughts, that we 

are now made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

ve no boasting, God looked upon us in our 

pitied us, his mercy was free, nothing in us 

to deserve it; out of mercy he sent us promeduas (teachers) 

and made us acquainted with his good word, and caused 

some of us to return to himself, to forsake our idols, and to 

serve him, the living, the true God. Yet we have not re- 

garded the goodness of God, and his mercy towards us, as 

we ought to have done; we have not set that value upon 

our teachers, upon the preaching, the catechising, and 

school instruction, the privileges of the Sabbath, and our 

different meetings, which these things demand from us; we 
have been too careless and thoughtless. 

Brethren and Fathers, you have pitied us, and sent us our 
teachers, that we might Know the way of life;.continue to 
pray for us, that we may regard with stcadfastness the “in- 
structions of our teachers. 

Our promedua (teacher) is diligently cautioning us to 
stand fast, and not turn to another gospel, for it is true that 
some strange doctrines have been of late propagated at Ta- 
hiti, but we have not received those strange things, neither 
will we countenance them. 

We have also beside, heard a report, that some false teach- 
ers are coming to these islands, and that they are come to 
Oahu, but we pray that God may cause those propagators of 
another gospel to return, that the true work of God in these 
islands may not be disturbed by them. 

You do well in stirring us up to diligence and watchful- 
ness; we are seeking for diligence, and for watchfulness, 
and that the evil may be cast away, and that what is good 
may grow and increase in us, and that our conversation 
may besuch as becometh the gospel of Christ, but still there 
is much coldness and carelessness in us, it is well to stir us 
up and excite us to vigilance. 

We are not without some thought of our brethren that are 
gone to teach the heathen, we are collecting a little waety. 
for their use. Friends and brethren, we entreat you lso to 
continue your efforts that this gospel may be known in all 
lands. 

May it be well with you, and may all be saved by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Tarvnosg, 
Raimag, 
TAnUTINI, 
Papeivi, 


Deacons of the church of Papara, in behalf 
of all the brethren. 


SINGAPORE. 


Encouraging proofs of the less distinguished but real intro- 
duction and advancement of the pure and undefiled reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ among the Siamese. 


Singular Fact. 


April 1st. A young man, mentioned a little before in the 
Journal, it is said, came again this evening and jvined in 
worship. He seems to be making some progress towards 
truth, and my companion Gutzlaff spent a good deal of time 
with him in Christian conversation. He related to us a 
singular fact:—In his neighbourhood, remote from 
kok, there was an old sage, eighty years of age, who 
his ®ighbours some time back, that with'n six years a Re- 
deemer or Saviour of his nation should appear. For the 
present, because their sins were lying upon them there was 
no salvation. On hearing of our arrival at Bangkok and 
seeing the books, he said, ‘these are the forerunners of him 
that Tspoke of? This may perhaps afford some explanation 
of the reason why the question has been so often put to us, 
“3 Jesus come hither?’ Probably with some oe pean 
of truth much of the darkness of error is mingled, and the 
old man and others of.his country, may, like the Jews of 
old, be waiting for a <n rather than a spiritual deli- 
verer. ' oung man himself also put the same question 
to nigh 


An interesting case. 


While writing the above, Gutzlaff came into my room to 
tell me some more cheering news! A man who has long 
been a frequent visitor and constant reader came in just 
now, and said, he continued reading our books, and when 
he had done with them, dispersed them among his neigh- 
boura, and had frequent conversations with them about 
their contents. Several approved, but others made objec- 
tions, saying, the books cannot be good, because they allow 
of the worship of only one God, and say that the gods of 
wood and stone, &c. are no gods! He, however, remains 
unshaken, and boldly maintains the truth of these new doc- 
trines, and is not ashamed to avow himself a worshipper of 
the one true God, the maker of heaven and earth, to whom 
he bends his knee, and makes his supplication thrice a day. 
While relating these things in his usuat frank energetic 
manner, half a dozen Hainam men were in the | room and 
heard the whole, which may, through the Lord s blessing, 
prove a useful germon to them. He has often interested us 
by his open, cheerful, and bold spirit, and has spent many 
hours, either in sitting solitary in our room, reading the 
books, or explaining and comreenting upon them to any 
who might happen to be present. 

From George Bennett, Esq. to the Home Secretary. 


easure of handing you a sovereign, the dying 
ee the Plow little girl in Sheffield, who had, during 
several years of ae short - hp oe — the 
ittle savin, e Missi . 
aon ba paerinente to the dear child that she must 
soon depart, she said, * You know, Ma, how happy the Mis- 
sionary Society has made me. I gave all Thad, you know, 
when the collectors called a few days ago; but I have been 





thinking whether there is not somethin 
that I could leave. You know, Ma, I 
bottles of medicine, and surely the bottles are mine. So 
must let thent be sold, and give the amount to the Mission. 
ary ey, you can give something else to the servant. Af. 
ter the child’s death the bottles were accordingly sold, and 
the mother (Mrs. M.) with whom I happened accidentally to 
travel in the coach from Sheffield to Y ork, put into my hand 
: peta pr ¢ — of the sale of the bottles, with 
1e at I would let it be noticed i issi 

Chronicle as a stimulus to others. meat fe Ne Denes 


more 
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MONTHLY CONCERT. 


The following valuable sentiments are from the 
address of the Presbyterian General Assembly, adopt- 
ed at their late meeting. 


With all these teachings and examples of holy 
writ, our own observation, brethren, is in perfect ac- 
cordance. Have we ever known a revival of religion, 
in @ particular congregation or region of country; 
which did not commence in the revival of a spirit of 
prayer among God’s people? He begun with them; 
he revived them first. Perhaps, indeed, their number 
was very small, but he impressed their spirits with a 
deep feeling of the constraining love of Christ, and 
of the infinite valte of immortal souls, in danger of 
perishing all around them; and they cried mightily 
unto God for the influences of his Holy Spirit¢o re. 
vive his work ; to show forth his glory; and to save 
sinners from their impending doom. ‘Their cry was 
heard and answered; the influences of the Spirit of 
grace descended “‘as showers that water the earth ;” 
converts were multiplied; and saints and angels re- 
joiced over many sinners who repented and turned 
to God . 

Consider attentively, brethren, the signs of the 
times. The day in which we liye—blessed be God— 
is a day of much Christian enterprise, and of great 
expectation. But in our country at least, it is also a 
day in which the great adversary of souls, and his 
agents among impious men, are alarmed, awake, act- 
ive, alert, banding together, forming every device, and 
putting forth every energy to arrest and counteract the 
progress of truth and righteousness. We derive en- 
couragement from knowing that if God be for us none 
can be against us, so as to succeed eventually. He 
will ultimately and assuredly take care of his own 
cause, and sustain it effectually. But in the meantime, 
if we are not much engaged in prayer that he nay 
now appear, and plead ‘his cause among ourselves, 
we cannot tell to what lengths, in just displeasure at 
our remissness, he may suffer the wicked to prevail 
and triumph, and cover us with confusion—before he 
arises and scatters them as chaff before the whirl- 
wind. We cannot tell but he will suffer his cause to 
languish and almost expire, in our own happy land, 
while he shall be pleading and reviving it in other 
countries. We verily are in jeopardy ; and our refuge 
and hope are in God alone. Use whatever other means 
we may, if there is not much earnest prayer—the 
prayer of faith, wrestling with the angel of the coye- 
nant, the mighty God of Jacob, for his interposition, 
for his blessing on the other means, for his efficiency 
to be imparted to them—all will be vain and utterly 
abortive. The power to givethem offilet is all of God ; 
and he seems to be waiting, to see whether we are 
sensible of our dependence, whether we acknowledge 
it, whether we deeply feel it, whether it will bring us 
with great and united importunity to his throne of 
grace, to plead with him to exert his power in our 
behalf; to send down his Holy Spirit ; to turn his 
enemies into friends ; to melt down all opposition, and 
to give his cause aglorious triumph throughout our 
beloved country ; and ere long, throughout the world 
at large. Our Sabbath, and Infant, and Common 
schools, our Bible classes, our Bible, Missionary, Ed- 
ucation, Tract, and Temperance societies, our Col- 
leges and Theological Seminaries, our Catechetical 
instructions, and the faithful and sound preaching of é 
evangelical truth, are all means—most happily adapt- 
ed in their nature and design, to promote ea Pe 
human happiness, and the salvation of immortal souls. 
But none of these, nor all of them combined, will 
effect what their best friends desire, unless the special 
blessing of Gad attends them. In the »enthly con- 
cert all these institutions and operations ought to be 
remembered ; they ought to be borne on the hearts of 
God’s praying people, when they beseech him to revive 
pure and undefiled religion. 'These—we repeat it— 
and gl] other benevolent institutions and operations, 
ought to be regarded simply as moral means; the in- 
struments admirably fitted to produce reformation ; 
but which, notwithstanding, never will produce it, on 
hearts naturally at enmity with God, unless he take 
them into his own hands, and put into them a resist- 
less efficiency. To think otherwise, is to idolize hu- 
man instrumentality, itis to put it in the place of God. 
On this he will always frown; and if we are thus self- 
sufficient, he will frown on us, and will show us by 
mournful experience, that without him we can do no- 
thing, that all our best plans and efforts will effect 
nothing, till he shall please to interposé’ atid crown 
them with success. It is in prayer that we recognise 
this truth ; we acknowledge it to God, and impress it 
on our own hearts. We go out of ourselves; we con- 
fess our utter impotence ; and “we lift up our eyes to 
the hills, from whence cometh our help;” deeply 
sensible that “‘ our help cometh from the aia which 
made heaven and earth.” 
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*,* Those of our subscribers, who pay within 
eight weeks after the date of their subscription, will 
be considered as paying in advance. 


CHRISTIAN ENTERPRISE. 

It is now two years, since the American Education 
Society publicly engaged to aid, according to its rules, 
as many pious indigent young men as would offerthem- 
selves for the work of the ministry. They are under no 
restraint as to the place where they shall pursue their 
studies, the only pledge being that they shall obtain 
a thorough education. : 

Compare with this public pledge of receiving atu, 
the following report of the Dutch board of educa. 


tion. 


“Thirteen is thenumber now under the care of the com- 
mittee. The number might have been considerably enlarg- 
ed had not the embarrassments of the Committee in mecting 
their obligations to those already received, admonished them 
of the imprudence of bernie further responsibility. The 

have therefore felt constrained to decline receiving any ad- 
ditional beneficiaries under their care, and to discourage 
applications from being made, and they could not have felt 
authorised to receive the two added to their list this year, had 
not the amount necessary to their support, been pledged by 


auxiliary associations. 

The Dutch church, with its fall supply of minis- 
ters, its happy state of union, its great wealth, needs 
to be roused to more corresponding efforts, or it wil] 
not do its share towards the conversion of the world. 
Itis to be hoped their new paper, the Christian Intel- 
ligencer, will do a great service, and prove an enlight- 
ener and a mover, as well as an intelligencer, re- 
epecting their responsibility to « perishing world, and 
the enlarged efforts of other portions of the church, 
to meet those high obligations. 


LAY PREACHING. 
It has long been a conviction in the minds of many 
that before the world would be converted the church 
would be constrained to make a much greater use of 
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Ss , wh __. The Executive Committee of the American Tract 
‘ Society have-resolved upon a change in their system 
of prices and discounts. Hereafter the price will be 
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préaching. ‘There is not a word in the New Testa- 


* ment agaifist lay preaching, provided it be done, “ de- 
- Oe cently and in order, and to edification.” On the con- 
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trary in one of the most distinct delineations of the 
final triumphs of grace, it is said, “ And the governors 


of Judah shall say in their heart, the inhabitants of 


J shall be my strength in the Lord of hosts 
their ; and he that is feeble among them at that 
day shall be as David, and the house of David shall 
be as God, as the angel of the Lord before them.” 
Zech. xii 5. 8. 

To show how God is preparing the way, and en- 


couraging us along to this, the following extract of a 
letter from Mr. Prust, of Bristol, Eng., to his friend 


iin this city, will be read with interest. 
“ Nor does our Heavenly Father confine himself to reen- 


larly ordained ministers, but condescends to own the labours 
weakest and humblest mg ewe I wrote you. in | 

letter, that our Baptist brethren were building a , , 
whey ‘Phillips, mrtsoy the poor. ‘The dear siudcnts | Hampshire Observer are united. Mr. Rand of the 


of U 


chapel in St. 
from Stokes : 
lect a congregation from among the dissolute, 
being confined to the Sabbath, a blind man of the name 
Thomas Jones, whom you may remember at Broad Mee4, 
came to their assistance, and 
from héuse to house, talixin 


Croft supply it; but finding it difficult to col 


with the inhabitants, and 


more are now baptized from that chapel, than from 
Broad Mead under the first preacher of the day! “Not dy 
might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” Mr. 
is 
shillix veek ! 

be oy os ay og A fiom working fur God, when 
he hears what a blind man‘has: been 
i Let his example stimulate every church to cm 

y its poor members in a similar way. 
able to the cause they 
while the temporal wants 
ata 5 


of these brethren can be supplied 


Let the churches of America, ‘Go and do likewise” ” 


It is also worthy of remark, that a large meeting of 
Presbyterian ministers in Philadelphia recently, in 
recommending that settled pastors should engage for 
two months a year in missionary service, refer to lay 
labours as one means of supplying their pulpits when 


vacant. 


receive some assistance from presbyterial si 
want of such aid as the presbyieries might fi 
end graces of the sessions might be 


thei pastors; or at a small expense, they might 
not for peculiar reasons inexpedient, young 
their mutual advantage.” 


CIRCUIT PREACHING. 


The same mecting in Philadelphia have also re- 
commended to the Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches, and Missionary societies, the adoption of 


the circuit system of the Methodists, as in the follow- 


ing resolution : 
Resolved, that while it is recommended to our Missionary 


Societies, to keep steadily in view, the permanent establish- 
gospel ordinances, the plan of circuit preachme 
, as well adapted to the situation of destitute set- 
ers, when they can be procured, to 

h the Gospel, institute Sabbath 
. schools and Bible classes, visit families, hold prayer mectings, 

distribute tracts, and do whatever else may be important, in 


ment of 
is 

tlements ; with two | 
a circuit; who al 


evangelizing the whole community. 


€ It is also worthy of remark, that the Baptists in 
Maine and other parts of New England are about 
When diiferent deno- 
minations are thus willing to learn of each other, is 


adopting the circuit system. 
not the millennium coming ! 


weacr sociErr: 


{with favourable prospects. New Orleaas 


their marviods 
0 


ot his whole time in guing 

Eis 
concernine Jesus, He has won tie afféctions 
and has filfed the ‘chapel to overflowing, and 
“Not by 


by a few friends of Jesus, at an expense 


méans of accom- 


It will be honour- 
love, to themselves, and to others; 


moderate Mr. Jones is fnrnished with tracts 
which he leaves to deepen the impression he has commenced. 


“The churches during the absence of passed es might 
3 or in the 
imish, the 
it in requisition ; 
the increase of whose activity, the churches might be 
, beyend all they would lose by the short absences ve 
employ, 
candidates, to 


must We 
supplied in the autumn, unless some special provi- 
dence forbids. At the same time ghe society is in 
debt to the amount of about $800 incurred the first 


are just completing the publication of a Hymn Bo 
and Devotional "Robistant for seamen, stereotyped, 
which involves them in a considerable further expen- 
diture. At the same time the reformation among sea- 
men is every where advancing in so desirable a man- 
ner, as urges the committee forward to new plans and 
efforts for the conversion of the seasto Christ. The 
feel that they cannot allow the work to stand still ti 
it is done. 

Donations will be received by any agents of the 
Magzzine, by Silas Holmes, Treasurer of the Society, 
No. 62 South street, or by the General nt, 

JOSHUA LEAVITT, 
No.3 William street. 
New York, June 15th, 1830. ° 





THE RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPERS. 
Changes seem to be going on in this branch of our 
evangelical system. The Portland Mirror and New 


Boston Recorder has taken the Education Reporter, 
and is succeeded in the Recorder by Mr. Stow, late 
an assistant teacher in the Andover Seminary. The 
extensive acquirements of Mr. S. give reason to ex- 
pect the readers of that long established paper will be 
gainers by the exchange.. A new paper is soon coming 
out in this city by the name of the Christian Intelli- 
gencer, to be conducted by the Rev. Dr. Westbrook, 
aided by members of the Dutch Chiirch. It isto be 
hoped it will take high missionary ground, and be the 
means of stirring up that large, wealthy, and ortho- 
dox section of Christ’s family to do their full share 
for the conversion of the world. A new paper has 
also sprung up at Jackso‘ville, Ill., the seat of the 
new Illinois College. It promises fair, and has the 
best wishes of all the friends of the west. Bishop 
Chase, of Ohio, has established a new paper, called 
the** Gambier Observer.” The N. Y. Journal of 
Commerce says, “It is to be mainly a religious pa- 
per. The good Bishop is a thorough Episcopalian, 
but it is not a part of his religion to decry other deno- 
minations. We wish him the best success in his un- 
dertaking.”’ 


PEOPLE OF COLOUR. 


I wish my Presbyterian friends would consider their 
duty in‘regard to the people of colour in the city. 
Their number is very large, between fifteen and twenty 
thousand. Not more than five or six thousand can 
be persuaded to attend in all the churches together. 
In the white churches, not more than 500 attend. Not 
more than 200 come under the instruction of Presby- 
terian ministers, with the exception of those who 
aitend on the ministry of our valued brother Wright. 
If these people lived by themselves, their destitution 
would appeal only to our general benevolence, a prin- 
ciple, it seems to me, far less operative than it ought 
to be. But in factthese people have, to a great ex- 
tent, the power to make early and deep impressions 
upon the whole rising generation. They are in our 
houses, and have freer access to our children than we 
do ourselves. 

I remember with pain and.sorrow, the impressions 
made upon my own mind by the conversation of a 
wicked servant, when I was a young cuild, impres- 
sions which even now haunt me at the throne of grace. 
I record, with pleasure, the opposite effects in my own 
family, of the deep feeling on subjects of religion and 
morality, which exist in a coloured servsnt. [ask my 
Christian friends, will you not takea fresh interest in 
the spiritual welfare, and the. ¢emfortable accommo- 
dation, of the coloured Presbyterian church ? L. 


THE OBQNATION AT MONTREAL. 
Dear Brother,—The presbytery of New: York, at 


JSifteen pages for one cent. They also intend to countdthe request of the American Presbyterian church in 


each cover as four pages. 


which minor auxiliaries are supplied. 
greatly simplify their operations throughout the 


country. They also intend to make the price of 
their publications uniform throughout the whole 


United States. 


“ By the Constitution, as amended at the last Anniversary 
*Any Tract Society annually contributing 


an Auxiliary’? The openings 


soe 


itory from which 

obtained, particularly for 
stated distributions. now extensi ; ne- 
cessity of poetry giving short credits to feeble auxilia- 
ries in destitute places; and the fact, that the publications 
of the society, as the nature of the institution demands, are 
sold ‘ar cost’—all conspire to show that increased and 
liberal donations to the society are necessary. 

“ By the above system of tow and discounts, the society 
will sell as many more than pages of Tracts and covers 
for a dollar, on an average throughout the country, as shall 
equal the whole amount of discounts made to Branches and 
Auxiliaries So which will increase the 
a we for a dollar to not far from 1700 4 

«The Comm ittee would refer to the Society’s Fifth An- 
nual Report, now in the press, for numerous additional state- 
ments relative to the cost of the society’s publications, and 
the principles on which all its pecuniary concerns are trans- 
acted. It has been their sole endeavour unless their own 
hearts deceive them, so to discharge the responsible trusi 
committed to them in this eventful period of the church and 
the world, as shall render the society the most extensively 

in view of our relations to and eternity. To His 
smiles and Sieesing ae tothe approbation and Christian 
co! 6f all who love 
the ittee commend the measures herein announced.” 


_ 
SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of the Board of Managers of the 
American Seamen’s Friend Society, held at the Tract 
House, June 11, 1830. 

Present, Rev. Dr. Spring, Rev. Henry Chase, Rev. 
John C. Brigham, Rev. Joshua Leavitt, Capt. Silas 
Holmes, Col. John M. Gamble, of U. S. Marines, Ho- 
race Holden "isq., Messrs. George Do , D. W. 
C.Olyphant, William Whitlock, Jr., mattone Wheel- 


wright. 
"The following resolutions were unanimously adopt- 


1. Resolved, that the Board regard with special 
interest the appointment of asuitable preacher to sea- 
men at New Orleans, and consider it one of the most 
important.and responsible posts to which a minister 
can be called. 

2. Resolved, that the Board recommend to the 
Executive Committee to establish missions for our 
seamen in Oahu, in Havana, in Rio Janeiro, and on 
our own lakes, as soon as they can find suitable per- 
sons to occupy those stations. 

3. Resolved, that the Board earnestly recommend 
the cause of seamen to the patronage of the Chris- 
tian public, and hope that congregations will make 
their ministers life directors or life members, and that 
individuals will*give the Seamen’s Friend Society its 
proper share in their charities and their prayers. 


In reference to these resolutions, it will only be re- 
merked, that Providence seems to have opened the 


door for a mission among the sailors on the Lakes, 


Useful matter will, as 
soon as it can be prepared, be printed on both sides 
ef the coyers. Discounts will only be made to large 
Branches and Auxiliaries, having depositories from 
This will 


a donation from. 
its funds tothe Treasury of this Society, may be considered 
which, in Providence, are 
spread before the society for gratuitous distributions in tle 
great Valley of the Mississippi aud other destitute parts of 
our country and the world; the necessity of adding, from 
time to time, to the number of its publications, and of sus- 
i ies on salc 
systematic 


and co-operate in this cause, do 


Montreal, adjourned to meet there onthe’29th of May, 
for the purpose of ordaining and installing a successor 
to our lamented brgther, Christies. I left the city 
in company with the Rev. Dr. Cox and Mr. White, 
on the 25th in the steam boat North America, and 
reached Albany about sundown. On Wednesday 
morning at 9, we took stage for Whitehall, and arrived 
there about 10 at night. The nextday at 1, we were 
on board the steam boat Franklin, Capt. Sherman, 
and on our way to St. Johns. It will gratify you and 
the friends of temperance, to know that Capt.S. is a 
decided friend of the good cause. He told us that 
being impressed with a sense of his responsibility to 
the public, havingso many lives committed to his care, 
about 6 years since, he solemnly resolved not to taste 
intoxicating liquors, and during this time has not taken 
a drop of distilled spirits, wine, strong beer, or cider. 
When about to commence running his boat, he called 
his crew on deck and told them that he had one re- 
quest to make of them, and that was, that they would 
grant him the liberty of being the first man drunk of 
the company. I cannot say positively whether they 
have consented to this, (for forget what he told me 


of the hands, I have no reason to doubt it. On our 


the greater part of the hands composed a part of the 
pornteny in favour of theirtemperance. I cannot 
ere do justice to my feelings without acknowledging 
the polite attentions of Capt..S. and recommending 
his beautiful boat to amy who may journey that way. 

On Friday at 7 A. M. we found ourselves at St. 
Johns, and at 11, after a ride of 3 hours, at La Prairie. 
At 3 P. M. we were seated around the table of our 
good host, Mr. Savage in Montreal. 

I have not time here to tell you of all our eyes saw 
in this city. The most prominent objects were the 
convents of the black and gray nuns, and the cathe- 

At some future time I. may give you some ac- 
count of these. be 

Saturday morning we proceededto the examination 
of Mr. Geo. W. Perkins, a licentiate of the New 
Haven East association. Mr. P. is the son of a much 
beloved and lately deceased member of the Rev. Mr. 
Hawes’ church in Hartford, anda graduate of Yale 
College. He spent his first two years of theological 
study at Andover, and his last at the seminary in 
New Haxen. He appears to bea young man of gocd 
mind and sincere piety. The con tion are very 
much united in him and expect much from his labours. 
Being satisfied as to his qualifications, we agreed to 
proceed to his ordination. : 

The exercises took place on Sabbatl afternoon. 
The congregation was large and respectable, and we 
were favoured with the presence of a number of minis- 


the Methodist church, who had omitted their service 
to be present with us. Dr. Cox preached the sermon 
from Rom. i, 14,17. The charge to the pastor was de- 
livered by myself and to the people by Mr. White. It 


tians, to learn that a minister of the Scotch kirk and 
the minister of the Methodist church, assisted in his 
ordination and laid their hands on his head. _ 

In the evening we had a temperance meeting, and 
although the weather was bad, the house was crowded. 
Dr. Cox and myself addressed the audience. We 
have reason to believe-that the good cause there, is 


aid it, were not in vain in the Lord. é 
On Monday morning we took leave of our kind 
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year of their operations ; and in addition to this, af 
ok } 


upon thisspoint,) but this I can assert, that judging 
from the @mjable, respectable, and orderly appearance 


audience, and the decorum manifested, testified very | 


terial brethren of the Kirk, and also the minister of 


will gratify you, and the friends of union among Chris- | 


on the advance, and to hope that our public efforts to 


NEW YORK EVANGELIis‘t. 
friends. Ican truly say their attentions were cheer- 
ing to our spirits. We shall never forget that people. 

e church I believe are united and looking for a 
brighter day. Our dear brother Christmas has left a 
name there better than précious ointment. I conversed 
with a number who with streaming eyes, confessed 


| that they were the seals of his ministry, and who will 


I trust be the crown of his 
Christ. 


Wednesday evening, after travelling about 800 
miles, we found outselves in safety at homie. 


Yours, &c. H. G. L. 
MISCELLANXOUS. 


rejoicing in the day of Jesus 























PHILOSOPHY. 

Going into a bookstore the other day, T accidentally 
took up a new publication, called “ The Frugal House- 
wife.” Turning over the leaves, my attention was 
caught by the following story, which I thought was 
worth five shillings, the price of the book; accord- 
ingly I bought it, and now send the extract for the 
Evangelist. 

‘*Philosophy is rarely found. The most perfect 
sample I ever met, was an old woman, who was appa- 
rently the poorest and most foriorn of the human spe- 
cies ; so true is the maxim which all profess to believe, 
and none act upon invariably, viz. that happiness does 
not depend on outward circumstances. The wise 
woman, to whom I have alluded, waiks to Boston, 
from a distance of twenty-five or thirty miles, to gill 
a bag of brown thread and stockings, and then patiently 
foots it back again with her little gains. Her dress, 
though tidy, is a grotesque collection of ‘shreds and 
patches,’ coarse in the extreme. 

‘Why don’t you come down ina wagon?’ said I, 
whien I observed she was soon to become a mother, 
and was evidently wearied with her jong journey.. 

‘We han’t got any horse,’ replied she; ‘the neigh- 
bours are very ‘ind to me, but they can’t spare their’n ; 
and it would cost as much to hire one, as all my thread 
will come to." 

‘You havea husband, don’t he doany thing for you” 

‘He is a good man, he does ail he can, but he’s a 
cripple and an invalid. He reels iny yarn, and specks 
the children’s shoes. He’s as kind a husband asa 
woman need to have.’ 

‘ But his being « cripple is a heavy misfortune to 
you,’ said I. + 

‘ Why ma’am I con't look upon it in that light,’ re- 
plied the thread woman ; ‘I consider that I’ve great 
reason to be thankful he never took to any bad ha- 
bits.’ 

‘Haw many children have you?’ 

‘Six sons and five darters, ma’am.’ 

‘ Six sons and five daughters? What a family for a 
poor woman to support !” 

‘It’s a family, surely, ma’am; but there an’t one of 
’em I’d be willing to lose. They arees good children 
as need to be—all willing to work, and all clever to 
me. Even the littlest boy, when he gets a cent now 
and then for doing a chore, will be sure and bring it 
to ma’am.’ 

‘Do your daughters spin your thread ?” 

‘No ma’am, as soon as they are big enough, they 
go out tosarvice. I don’t want to keep them always 
delving for me ; they are always willing to give me 
what they can; but it is right and fair they should do 
a little for themselves. Ido all my spinning after the 
folks are abed.’ 

‘Don’t you think you should be better off, if you 
had no one but yourself to provide for?’ 

‘Why no ma’am, I don’t. If I hadn’t been married 
I shat always have had toework as hard asI could, 
and now I can’t do no more than that. My children 
are a great comfort to me, and I look forward to the 
time when they’ll do es much for me, as I have done 
for them.’ : 

Here was true philosophy! [ learned a lesson from 
that poor woman, which I shall not soon forget.” 


AN EXPERIMENT. 

The editor of ithe Rochester Observer has been try- 
ing an experiment with his readers: It was by giving 
permission to a correspondent, to state and defend 
what he supposed to be Dr. 'Taylor’s views on original 
sin. He says, ‘“ We did not by publishing them con- 
sider ourselves as expressing approbation or disappro- 
bation of Dr. Taylor’s sentiments. One object we 
had in view, and that we have accomplished by open- 
ing our columns to this controversy. It was to ascer- 
tain whether the clergy could be induced in any way, 
to write for a religious paper on doctrinal subjects. 
Complainis have been made that the Observer was 
deficient in this respect ; we felt as sensible of this 
deficiency as any of our readers could, but could find 
no means of supplying it, except by the contributions 
of the clergy, who patronised our paper. They had 
been solicited to furnish articles for a doctrinal de- 
partment, but profound silence was the only response 
to our solicitations. We have found them ready 
enough of late to favour us with their contributions. 
We sincerely thank them for their favours, and when 
we inform, them, and our readers generally, that we 
have, after mature deliberation, conic to the determi- 
nation to close our columns against any further dis- 
cussion of this controversy, we cannot but flatter our- 
selves that they will stili find other subjects of a doc- 
trinal character, of sufficient importance to induce 
them to write for the Observer.” 

It is hoped that when this other experiment is faitly 
tried, the editor will publishits results. The fact is, 
that the point of greatest intercst is to settle the 
truth amongits friends. The enemies of truth are to 
be convinced by convertingthem. And as tu the oppo- 





! we all th 
return, Dr. Cox preached on. board, and the Capt. with | sers of Calvinism, who are really Christians, ail that 


| is wanting to gain their good will, is to show them 
Calvinism as it is, and divest it of vain philosophy, 
and fanciful explanations. And this must be done by 
discussions among brethren. : 


. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


It is not a little singular that preceding every vio- 
lent attack upon Christianity and the church, a mighty 
outcry has been raised by opposers and infidels, re- 
specting religious liberty. Our Lord himself was 
boldly accused of treasonable designs, “thou art not 
Cesar’s friend,” was then the popular cry. During 
the prevalence of the persecutions of the four first cen- 
turies, of what crime against the state, were not 
Christians accused, and accused falsely! Was not the 
| Same course, in substance, pursued againgst many of 

the reformers of the 16th century? And who has for- 
gotten the lond professions of friendship for religious 
as well as civil liberty, that came forth from the lead ing 
| infidels of revolutionary France? Now, as Christians 
are beginning to awake to their duty to their Master 
and their fellow men, and revivals are multipiied, and 
the benevolent operations of the day carried forward 
with vigor, the same outcry is again raised. Let all 
the friends of religion and good government mark this 
coincidence, and then draw their own iaference as to 
the source whence the outcry comes, and the dgpign 
with which it is made.—Christian Jour. 


LOTTERY GAMBLING. 
VOICE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
This was expressed at the recent session of General Assem- 
bly, in the following resolutions. 


The yeport of the committee on the subject of Jot- 
| teries, which was laid on the table, was taken up and 
| adopted, and is as follows, viz. 

| That although so often sanctioned by legislative 
| acts; although the proceeds of lotteries have not un- 
‘frequently been appropriated to benevolent and reli- 
gious objects; although many wise and good men have 
in periods past, by their participation or agency, given 
countenance to lotteries, yet your committee cannot 
view them in any other light than that of legalized 
gambling. - 


. 





It would require volumes to record 
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adds nothing to the wealth of the community. It too 
often takes from the uiinformed poor, tlie: roperty 
obtained by labour and skill, and transfers the same 
without the least equivalent, irito the hands of the idle 
and unworthy. Jt thus becomes the means of intro- 
ducing and extending habits of gambling in all forms. 

Hundteds of families yearly afe reduce by it to de- 
pendence and beggary, and not urifteqently its deluded 
victims terminate theit miserable existerice in this 
world by suicide. 

Contemplating this multitude of evils to individuals, 
to families, and to the community at large, your com- 
mittee beg leave to submit the following resolutions? 

1. Resolved, that in the opinion of this General 
Assembly, all lotteries should be discountenanced by 
every professed member of the Presbyterian church, 
as immoral in their nature, and ruinous in their 
effects upon individual chardcter and the piblic 
welfare. 

_ 2. Resolved, that the purchase and sale of iottery 
tickets should be avoided by every member of our 
church, even when the professed object of the lottery 
may be praise worthy; inasmuch as it is not allowa- 
ble to do evil that good may come. 

3. That all the Presbyteries under the care of thé 
General Assembly be, and they hereby are recom- 
mended to take ordet on the subject of lottery gam- 
bling ; to press.the consideration of it and its attend- 
ant evils, upon ministers and sessions ; and to adopt 
such plans of operationas may free the church from 
all participation in this sin; may enlighten, arouse, 
and direct public opinion, and save our country from 
this and every other species of gambling. 


; TEMPERANCE. 











TEMPERANCE AMONG THE FUR TRADERS: 
» Inte¥esting Facts. 


It has always been customary with the Fur Traders upoji 
Lake Superior, when they came down to the outlet of the 
lake to dispose of their fats, to return with large quantities 
of whiskey, with which they were in the habit of: treating the 
natives, until they becamevintoxicated, for the sake of ob- 
taining their furs for little or nothing. The siate of degra- 
dation and wreichedness to which the natives have thus been 
reduced, is said to be dreadful. Laat fall, however, as we 
are informed by persons who were upon the ground, the tra- 
ders who came down, to the number of a hundred and fifty 
exclusive of their families, simultaneously, atid with one 
voice, agreed to take no more ardent spirits among the In- 
dians, nor make use of it themselves. The Agent of the 
Company learned that a party of Indians who came down 
with them, had procured some whiskey and ‘vere on their 
return. He immediately sent orders that it should be re- 
turned. ‘The Indians were somewhat reluctant at first; but 
finally said, that if their great Father said su; they would 
give it up—and all they had taken, which was fiticen kegs, 
Was returned. 

No account can be given of this extraordinary movement. 
No one had been there to influence them: not a word had 
been said to them on the subject; and it is said that they did 
not even know what was doing in the United States on this 
subject 

It is moreover stated, that these traders expressed a desire 
that a Missionary should be sent among thein; which is a 
circumstance almost equally extraordinary: The al- 
ways been violently opposed to Missionaries, considering it 
for their interest to keep the natives in as degraded a state 
as possible. They well knew that in proportion as the Gos- 
pel prevailed, the natives would rise from their degradation, 
and thus be secure against the infiuence of ardent spirit. 
And that, there should be so total a reverse in their feelings 
and conduct, is wonderful indeed. It is wonderful, that the 
very persons, who have, all their lives, been employed in fet- 
tering the moral and intellectual powers of the poor heathen, 
and thickening the darkness which covers them, should be 
willing to become the instruments of their deliverance; that 
they should be desirous to rend the shackles which their own 
hands have forged, and roll away the darkness, which, 
through their instrumentality, has settled upon the destiny 
of the poor Pagan. It is wonderful, and to the God of won- 
ders be the praise.—Hudson (O.) Obs. and Tel. 


COLD WATER. 


O comfortable streams ! With cager lips 

And trembling hand the languid thirsty quaff 

New life in you; fresh vigour fills their veins. 

No wariner cups the rural ages knew ; 

None warmer sought the sires of human kind. 

Happy in temperate peace! Their equal days 

Felt not th’ alternate fits of feverish mirth, 

And sick dejection. Still serene and pleased, 

They know no pains but what the tender soul 

With pleasure yields to and would ne’er forget. 

Blest with divine im@unity from ails, 

Long centuries they lived; their only fate 

Was ripe old-age, and rather sleep than death. 

Learn temperance; friends; and hear without disdain 

The choice of water. 
. Armstrong. 


TEMPERANCE IN CONNECTICUT. 

From the first annual ‘report of the Connecticut 
Temperance Society, just received through the kind- 
ness of the indefatigable secretary of that society, the 
following statistical views are given. 

At the commencement of the reformation in 1827, Con- 
aecticut, with a population of 275,248 souls, consumed an- 
nually 1,238,616 gallons of spirit, had twelve large and a 
great number of small distilleries, the whole number not 
far from 300, had 1,026 licensed retailers, one to every 25 
families engaged in furnishing poison, and by estimation 
6,881 drunkards, of whom 688 died yearly. The state paid 
not less than 70,000 dollars annually for the relicf of mis- 
fortunes and suppression of crimes occasioned by ardent 
spirit. 

The society has now an auxiliary in every county. The 
eight county societies have 172 town and other auxiliaries, 
embracing 22,532 members, who have signed the constitu- 
tion in about one year. Some of the employments how car- 
ried on without ardent spirits may be mentioned. Treating 
friends, the sick room, stone quarries, fishing companies, 
ship yards, bridge building, one hundred men on the She- 
tucket dam, brick yards, one hundred master mechanics in 
New Haven, three hundred mechanics in Meriden, three 
mecting houses, brass ahd iron founderies, all the iron fur- 
naces on Mount Riga in Salisbury, most of the extensive 
mapuixcturing establishments in New London county, in- 
cluding nail factory, rolling and slitting mills, large gun 
faetory at Whitncyville, tanneries, 2U vessels, about 1000 of 
the most substantial farmers, &c. . 

There has been a marked reduction of sales in every town. 
In South Canaan, 12 hogsheads less was sold than in former 
years, in Lyme 100 hhds, reduced to 35, in Wintonbury 24 to 
11. Generally the reduction is estimated at two thirds. In 
some towns seven eigths. In, Hartford one wholesale mer- 
chant sold in 1829 only one fifth, another one sixth, and a 
third one eighth the quantity sold in 1825. A retafler in 
Litchfield county sold in 1827, seven hundied and fifty gal- 
lons; in 1829 only one hundred. and twenty. A general re- 
duction has taken place also in the imports of foreign li- 
quors. The quantity entered at the custom house in Mid- 

letown in 1828, was 186,945 gallons, in 1829, 74,944 gallons, 
in the first four months of 1830 only 3,337, and very little 
more is expected. More than 30 distilleries have — 
In almost every town some licensed retailer has abandoned 
the traffic, one because his two sons, one 14 and the other 16, 
had become intemperate. About 1000 dollars less than the 

receding year had been received into the state treasury for 
onminx “4 1owing a dimunition of 200 licensed retailers. 
Several of them say their business is both pleasanter and 
more profitable than before. Several taverns have ceased 
keeping spirits. ‘I'he violation of law, by retailers keeping 
dran-shops, is greatly diminished. 

In Hadlyme, containing 590 people, they have saved the 
expense of 2000 gallons o Byes The saving to the sjate 
is believed to be near 400,000 dollars. In some towns 10 or 
15 drunkards have been reformed, and several have become 

ious. ‘The whole number reformed is sup; to be 200. 

itivation is much diminished. Several militia companies 
have voted out their liquors. “It has been excluded ina great 
measure from mectings of corporations, celebrations of in- 
dependence, and mectings for publtc business. 

At Mount Riga, in Salisbury, on the 4th of July, the fol- 
lowing toast was drank: “ The next cask of spirit that ar- 
rives on Mount Riga; may it share the fate of the tea in the 
port of Boston! ae by 7 have given great aid to the 
reformation, and female influence has been highly salutary. 
Great benefit is derived from associatons, frequent 
meetings. The following interest extract is given to 
show the bearing of the temperance reformation on 


Revivals of Religion. 


Your committee are able to report also, a most favourable 
influence of the temperance reformation, upon religion and 
morals. Indeed, it could be no other than favourable, since 
the common and excessive use of strong drink has done 
more than any thing else, to blind the mind, harden the 
heart, sear the conscience, promote profanity, sensuality, 
and Sabbath-breaking, and render men reckles of futurity. 


Many young men have been turned away; by this reform, 


+ 


3 Sane towne 
sulting from this system of predatory speculation, It | Setious 


* c Hampton; y » 
regard ee under as 
cause of a rem able attention to fie subject ty te 

‘Tmpresaed with the belief that this cause is thé caust of 
God, and is removing one of the greatest dbstructions to i 
réception ‘of the gospel; several public religious bodies, o: 
various d¢éhominations, have past resolves in its favour ; and 
an entire disuse of ardent spirits is fib Hoticeablé in all 
réligious convocatidns; and in sbdte whole churchts: 
efforts to give it the of a stctarian project, your 
committee are happy to see a, by a zeal and deter- 
uiination, in many of every ination, to be forerhost int 
the work of reform. Indeed, an union of any Christiah de- 
nomination with intemperance, would be abhorrent te na- 
ture. S- 

Your committee regret tu state, that a diselistd appetite, 
or want of light, or a ached of self-righteousness, unwilling 
to acknowledge, first, they ge erred ift mre be qe 
spirit, and next, in opposi le t c cal av 
produced an unexpected alte tion of feeling in many re- 
putablé professors of religion; but it is believedethat they 
are fast changing their views, and that a general conviction 
is pervading the religious community, that entire abstinence 
from spirituous liquor, and a qggoplete abandonment of dis- 
tillation and vending is the only practice becbming @ pro- 
fession of gcdliness, aad must 300n be prevalent. ifi all thé 


churches. 
mete a 2a 





ITEMS. 


For the Evangelist. 

Mr. Editor,—If you or some of your corresporis 
dents will answer the following question théey will 
oblige a tollgathefer. | ; j 

Is it right for a professot of religion, under any cjr- 
cumstances whatever, to tend a turnpike gate where 
toll is taken on the Sabbath? 

In order that the question-may be fairly discussed 
I will state a few of the reasons that were assigned 
by the difectors of a certain turnpike company, why 
t ey would not comply with the request of their toll 
gatherer to hoist the gate on the Sabbath, 

Ist. It would cause: greater amount of evil by in- 
ducing people to travel ofi the Sabbath. — 

2d. That there is somé travélling that is nécessary, 
which is not exenipt by law,, for instance, it is neces- 
saty for a physician to visit ‘his patients, and it is no 
moré than right that he should pay toll when a road 
is provided for him to travel on. W.K. 


Answer. “ And he said unto them, verily I say 
unto you, there is no-man that hath left house, of 
parents, or brethren, or wife, or childeen, for the 
kingdom of God’s sake, who shall not receive mani+ 
fold more i2 this present time, and in the world to 
come life evertrstiag. Luke xviii: 29, 30. 
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Messrs. Editors,—The other evening I happened td 
be present at a party of Misses, when the Christian 
effort to supply the Valley af Mississippi with Sab- 
bath Schools in two years, became a topic of conver- . 
sation. It was proposed to the young ladies to form 
an association, in aid of this great enterprise. They 
seemed delighted with the opportunity ; addpted the 
constitution which I now send to you, and chose their 
patron and Committee. Your readers will perceive 
that two important objects have been gained by the 
formation of this essdciation: the Youth’s Friend 
has acquired increased circulation, and a contribution 
is secured to the noble effort lately commenced. 
I hope this example will be iniitated throughou 
the United States; that allthe children and youth 
who enjoy the benefits of Sabbath Schools, will 
contribute from their little treasuries, to impart this 
blessing to their youthful countrymen West of 
the Allegahanies ;and that the Pivine blessing wil! 
crown this cause with abundant success. 8. A. 


CONSTITUTION OF A PEMALE JUVENILE ASSOCIATION. 


The object of this association is to do good, and to 

promote: religious knowledge among its. members, 
Enjoying the benefits of instruction in Sabbath 
schools themselves, they are desirous of contributing 
to send these benefits to the thousands of children in _ 
our country who are now destitute of them. Arndas @ 
the sum of ten dollars will establish a Sabbath schooi 
with a good library, they have resolved, with the 
blessing of God, todo what they can to establish on¢ - 
or more of them during each of the next two Years. 
+ Art. L. Every one who contributes; With the ap-. 
probation of her parents, a cent or more a week, or 
at that rate by the year, shall be a member of this asso- 
ciation. : 

II. Every member of this association sliall{be énti- 
tled to a copy of the Youth’s Friend every month; 
provided her subscription be paid punctually. 

III. The members of this association will endea- 
vour to remember that it is a privilege as well as a 
duty to do good to others; and they will therefore’ 
carefully avoid throwing away for useless objects the 
money which they receive froin their friends or earn 
by their industry, that they may be able to do the 
more good with the little means which they may pos- 
Sess. 

IV. The affairs of this association shall be ma- 
naged by a patron, who shall be some teacher of a 
Sabbuth school whom they may choose, and a com- 
mittee of three of their 6wn numbef. The patron 
shall preside at the meetings of the members, transmit 
their contributions to the American Sunday School 
Union, and pr-cure for them their copies of the 
Youth’s Friend. It shall be the business of the.com- 
mittee to endsavour to ificrease the number of the 
members. ; 

V. The surplus of the contributions above the cost 
ofthe copies of the Youth’s Friend shall be forwarded 
by the patron to the American Sunday School Union, 
to establish Sunday schools in the Valley of the Mis- 
sissippi. @ : 

VI. There shall be a meeting of the association 
once a year, and as much oftener ag the patron shall. 
deem expedient, to hear an account of what they have 
done and facts relative to the progress of the Sabbatl-- 
school cause in our country. 


LECTURES AT BROADWAY HALL, 440, BROADWAY. 

The next in course at this place, will be preached 
on next Sabbath, at half past 3 o,clock P. M. by Rev. 
Mr. Rice. Subject, The Resurrection of Christ. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF SEW York, $3. 
Bs iT REMEMBERED, thation the llth day of June, 
A. D. 1820, in the 54th year of the Independence of 
the United States of America, “ The Society for pro-. 
moting the Gcspel ameng Seamen in the port of 

. New York,” of the said: district, have deposited in 
this office a Book the right whereof they claim as proprietors, 
in the words following, to wit : 

‘ Seamen’s Devotional Assistant, and Mariner's Hymns ; 
prepared under the Cirection of the American Seamen's 
Friend Socicty. By Joshiia Leqpitt, General Agent of the 
Socicty.” +i : 

In conformity to the Ac#6f Congress of the United States 
entitled, “An Act for the encouragement of Learning, by 
securing the copies of Maps, Charts and Rooks, to the Au- 
thors and Proprietors of such copies during the times therein 
mentioned.” —And also to the Act, entitled, “An Act supple 
mentary to ar? Act, entitled “An Act for the Encourgement 
of Learning, ‘by secu: the copies of Maps, Charts, and 
Books, to the Authors Proprietors of such copies durin, 
the tines therem mentioned,” and-extending the benc! 
thereof to the Arts of designing, engraving, and etching 
historical and other ons FRED. J. BETTS. 

Clerk of the Southern District of New York. 
el 

Thc following letters have been received at this office dut 
ring the week past. 

D. P. Coit, West Bloomfield, N. Y. David James, Blooms- 
bury, N. J. Asa Putney, Troy, $10. B. P. Johneon, Rome, 
N. Y. H. Foot, Champlain, $5. M. “rosvenor, N. Haven. 
Rev. Amzi Francis, Bridgehampton, L.I. A. Fitch, Flush- 
ing. O. Hungerford, Watertown, N. Y. $2,50. A. Amer- 
man, M. S. Goodale, Potsdam, N. Y. D. 'P. Coit, Roches- 
ter. Rev. Jas. Boyle, Madison, N. Y.$10. B. P. Johnson 
Rome. B. Van Zandt, Schenectady, $24. Uriah Marvin; 
Jr. Albany. Heman 8. Cotton, Allentown, N. J. Job Will 





iams, Orange, N. J. 
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And’ crowds of sinners come to hear, 

jell gr hearts of some are reach’d, 
And press’d before they are aware. 
‘Though compass’d with a crowd about, 
Unseen they fain would see and hear ; 
The searching word has search’d them out, 
Yet unconcern’d they strive to appear. 


Strangely surprised they are to find 
The word directly speaks to them ; 
‘The preacher knows their inmost mind, 
And scems to point them out by name. 


Wounded and guilty they retire, 

On troubled seas uuls are tost, 
While inward burns the hidden fire, 
The pang that lives while heaven is lost. 


SoLord, may now thy word be blest ; 
Grant this may be the favour’d hour, 
When long lost souls no more shall rest, 
Till they have felt its saving power. 


TEMPERANCE. 


TEMPERANCE IN IRELAND. 

A file of the Dublin Monitor, received through the kind- 
nessof a friend, furnishes cheering information on this sub- 
ject. The Monitor is a weekly newspaper, devoted chiefly 
to religion and morals, established in November last. The 
paper for Jan. 8, contains a letter from Professor Edgar of 
Belfast, the earliest champion of Temperance in Ireland. 
He speaks of “the establishment of 25 societies in less than 
four months, having 800 members, who wholly abstain from 
the use of ardent spirits.” He thus defends the causc against 
short sighted objections. 

Every day is ee nye oy of the ening nfo 
e aili inions ractice, of cven a single 

nee ob OP hatisience for Conable’ sake. I know at least 
ene instance, in which, there was only a <n nr aes 
cate for‘Temperance Societies:at alarge dinner y, ye 
the decanters remained In one large Bistriet of 
county, ardent spirits have banished from wakes and 
; I know of more than a dozen Session-l.ouses from 
Ira Temparance Socishy comsining a hundred. and forty 
isa iet ing a hundred and forty 
members, two keepers of public houees have resigned, while 
another individual in a different quarter has not only re- 
ber ofa Temperance Society Forty Clreyien, of 
 B. iety. Fort rgymen, of difier- 
ent om a i tote ive either mehuiece or avowed 
friends of Temperance Societies; and Roman Catholics and 
Protestants are cordially uniting in promoting a cause which 
is free from party politics, and which seeks the good of Att. 

The great mass of those objections which have been urged 

against Societies, arise from ignorance, and 
i ly vanish as information extends. 

are termed Abstinence Societies, as, though they 
8 yg nha very nature of te: ce, and cast dis- 
honour on ’s good creatures. Thus a new definition is 
formed for temperance, preventing aman from exercising his 
taste or solamanet tn chocaingrens refusing articles of meat 
and d as. has beer customary among temperate men ; 
thus it is declared to be essential to the character of a tempe- 


Erskine. 





rate man that he shall be a moderate drinker of intoxicati 

to bea good creature.of God, intended aaa portion of man’s 
comousary i Surely a small portion of serious thought 

soon dissipate 

only in Hy bayowe | ing even good creatures of God 
intended for food when their tasté, their health, or con- 
— inventions which haye been for centuries earth's 80- 
r 

as principles contrary to Scripture, and by others 
as that Scripture is notsufficient. Were 
the SF "Temperance Soci 


liquor, and thus ardent spiritsare most erroneously assume 
all tajs delusion, and men will rejoice not 
of bo 
science warrant; but of b ing from all ordinary use 
ee Societies have been charged by some 
ce Societies to assert that the use 


rs emperan 
wine is rr tg rs there would be ground for these ob- 
i But has doneso? Has any advocate of Tem- 
denied. that C 


directed it to be 
uy 


hrist created wine, or that Solomon 

ivento him that is of a heavy heart? Has 

vocating the cause of Temperance Socie- 

tits, medical advice of the abstemious Paul to 

the absternious invalid, Timothy? On the contrary, all have 

granted that a certain use of a certain description of wine is 

as lawful in Scripture, but all are very far 

ing that the wine of Scripture and the wine 

of our country are the same, or that the opinions and prac- 

tices. of Judea respecting the use of intoxicating liquors 

were ilar to those of the nt day. Even from the 

Scriptures give us the fullest warrant 

down the general principle, that 

all things may not be expedient, 

. 7 oP ee react b drin ine, 

nor any where other stumbleth, or is offend- 
ed, or Fane weak. 


From the Dublin Monitor of Dec. 11. 
NEW ROSS TEMPERANCE COFFEE-ROOM. 
‘(ONE GLASS MORE.” 

Stay, mortal, stay, nor heedless thus 
Thy sure destruction scal ; 
Within that cup there lurks a curse, 
Which all who drink shall feel. 
Disease and death, for ever nigh, . 
Stand ready at the door, 
And eager waitto hearthecry - 
Of “Give me one glass more.” 
Go, view the prisoners’ gloomy cells, 
Their sin and misery scan, 
Gaze, gaze upon these earthly hells— 
Indzink their woes began. 
Of yonder children, Lathed in tcars, 
Ask, why is mother poor ? 
They'll whisper.in thy startled ears, 
‘Twas father’s ene glass more.” 
Stay, mortal, stay; repent, return, 
Reflect upon thy fate! 
The poisonous draught for ever spurn, 
Spurn ! spurn it, ere too late. 
Ob! fly the horrid alehouse then, 
Nor linger at the door ; 
Lest thou perchance should’st sip again 
The treacherous “One glass. morc.” 
‘ONE CUP MORE.” 
“ The cups that cheer, but. not inebriale.” 
Stay, neighbour stay, nor careless thus 
Such safe refreshment pass ; 
Within this cup there lurks no curee, 
Drunkennéss and shame do hot come nigh, 
Nor stagger nfar the door; 
But health and comfort kindly ery, 
“Come, purchase one cup more.” 
Go, visit where the sober dwell ; 
Their peace and plenty scan ; 
‘The day they cast off whiakey’s spell, 
‘That day their peace began. 
Ask yonder children, clean and gay, 
Why mother’s grief is o’er? 
They'll answer with delight, and say, 
“Tis father’s one cup more.” 
Come, neighbour, come; from folly turn, 
Such sinful ways give up, 
The poisonous dram for ever spurn, 
Take coffee’s cheering cup. 
Oh! try those cups which can’t defile, 
Nor make you base and poor ; 
You'll praise their flavour with asmile, 
And ask for one cup more. 


TOWN IN VERMONT. 

Not long since,an elderly female came into this vil- 
lage, bearing @ pail filled with butter. Ina 

she was not the most respectable, her countenance giv- 


ug almost certain indication of the article she wished 
to her butter for. She was seen passing up and 
down the village some two, or three hours, calling at 
every doorthat gave any sign of“ strong drink”? with- 
in; but to all her inquiries could get no other answer 
than “* we do not keep the article.” At length in the 
bitterness of despair she exclaimed, “O dear, what 
shall Ido? I have come all the way more than fifteen 
miles to get alittle whiskey, and there an’t a drop in 
the whole town.”—St. Albans paper. 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 


From the Friend. 
DR. JOHN D. GODMAN. 


The late Dr. John D. Godman was born at Anna- 
polis in Maryland, and. had the misfortune to lose 
both his parents at an early age. His father, who 
had been wealthy, lost the greater part of his estate 
before his death, and the remainder was wrested from 
his children by the mismanagement of those to whom 
it was intrasted. “Thrown thus upon the world with 
no resources but his own talents and industry, young 

was bound apprentice to a printer in Balti- 
more. He remained at the business for a few years, 
but as he had not chosen it himself, and as his dislike 
towards it increased with time, he determined to 
abandon it. He therefore left his master ini the fall 
of 1813, and entered as a sailor on board the flotilla, 
which was then stationed in Chesapeake bay for the 
protection of its coasts and harbours. 

It was, while in this situation, that an incident oc- 
curred, which has already been related in the public 
prints, and to which he himself attributed much of 
the buoyancy and energy of his character. A raw 
sailor who had been sent aloft by the captain, and 
was busy in performing some duty which required him 
to stoop, was observed to faulter and become dizzy, 
—Look aloft, cried the captain, and the fainting 
landsman, as he instinctively ebeyed the order, reco- 
vered his strength and steadiness. The young philo- 
sopher read a moral in this trifling incident which he 
never forgot, and which frequently animated and 
aroused him in the most adverse circumstances. It 
is not treating the subject with undue levity to add, 
that in the last and closing scene of his life, when 
the earth was receding from his view, and his failing 
strength admonished him of his peril, the watchword 
was still ringing in hisear. At that awful period he 
“looked aloft”? to “worlds beyond the skies,” and 
therein derived strength and hope which supported 
him in his passage through the narrow valley. 

At the close of the war, young Godman, who was 
then about fifteen, was allowed to follow the strong 
bent of his mind, and commenced the study of medi- 
cine with a physician in Lancaster, Pa. He soon 
removed to Baltimore, where he entered the office of 
a highly respectable physician, and pursued his stu- 
dies with such eagerness and success, and gave such 
promise of future eminence, that before the expira- 
tion of his term he was selected to supply for a few 
weeks the place of his preceptor, who was the pro- 
fessor of anatomy in the university of Maryland, and 
who was disabled, by the fracture of a limb, from 
completing his winter’s course. The youthful deputy 
lectured with such enthusiasm and eloquence, and his 
illustrations were so clear and happy, that strohg and 
unequivocal expressions of regret, it is said, were 
manifested by the students when he yielded up his 
post to his preceptor. 

_After receiving his diploma he settled in Philadel- 
phia, as @ physician and private teacher of anatomy. 
He was also for some time the editor of Dr. Chap- 
man’s Medical Journal. It was during this residence 
here that he published his Natural History of Ame- 
rican Quadrupeds, a work which is deservedly popu- 
lar. The fame of Dr. Godman as a teacher of ana- 
tomy was now widely spread, and he was solicited to 
accept the professorship of that branch of medicine in 
the r’s Medical Colleze at New York. He re- 
moved thither, and the clouds which had so long dark- 
ened his career, seemed at last to be breaking away. 
His practice soon became extensive, and the affairs 
of the college prosperous, when, in the midst of his 
second course of lectures, a severe cold settled on his 
lungs, accompanied by a copious hemorrhage, and 
compelled him to abandon his pursuits and to flee for 
his life to a milder region. He sailed for the island 
of Santa Cruz, where he passed the remainder of the 
winter and the spring, and returned home, cheered 
but not cured, by the influence of that balmy climate. 
After his return, Dr. Godman settled in Germantown, 
where for a while his disease seemed to be mitigated, 
and his friends flattered themselves that his life was 
yet to be spared to science and his country. His 
complaints were, however, beyond the reach of art to 
overcome, and he continued, though with many fluc- 
tuations, to decline in strength. He removed to this 
city during the autumn of 1829, and after passing the 
following winter and spring in great weakness, and 
often t suffering, died, on the 17th of fourth 
month last, in the 32d year of his age. 

The great characteristics of Dr. Godman’s mind, 
were his retentive memory, an unwearied industry, 
and quick perception, and his capacity of concentra- 
ting all his powers upon any given object of pursuit. 
What he had once read or charted: he rarely, if 
ever, forgot. Hence it was, that although his early 
education was much neglected, he became an excel- 
lent hi and made himself master of Latin, 
French, and German, besides acquiring a knowledge 











| of Greek, Italian, and Spanish. He had read the 


best works in all these lan 
a the Latin and French. © 
is powers of observation were quick, patient, 
keen and discriminating; and it was these qualities 
that rendered him so admirable a naturalist. He 
came to the study of natural history as an investigator 
of facts, and not as a pupil of the schools; and 
while he regarded systems and nomenclature with 
perhaps too little respect, his great aim was to learn 
the instincts, the structure, and the habits of all ani- 
mated beings. This science was his favourite pur- 
suit, and he devoted himself to it with indefatigable 
zeal. *He has been heard to say, that in investigating 
the habits of the.shrew mole, he walked many hun- 
dred miles. Th s of his natural history in 
which he relates the results of his own observation, 
are among the most interesting essays on that subject 
in our Janguage. 
It had been his misfortune that his philosophical 
opinions were formed originally in the school of the 
nch naturalists. Many of the most distinguished 
of these men were avowed atheists, and a still greater 
number rejected absolutely the Christian revelation. 
Such is human nature! Surrounded by the most 
magnificent displays of on wisdom, placed on 
a scene where all things speak of God and invite us 
to worship and obey Him—a purblind philosophy may 
devote herself to study of his works, yet pass by 
the evidence they convey of his existence and his 
attributes, and see nothing in all this wonderful cre- 
ation, more’noble than the mere relations of colour 
and form! The manliness and sincerity of Dr. 
Godman’s character soon extricated him from this 
+ rf of Epicurus.” He-was in all things a secker 
of the truth, and his philosophical spirit would not 
rest satisfied with any depurdcia! examination. He 
applied himself to the study of the New Testament 
—he went to “ the fountain head, where the pure wa- 
ters of life forth in silent profusion, and in their 
profoundest exhibit neither shade nor opacity.” 
_ A conviction thus deeply impressed, did not spend 
itself in empty profession. It influenced his conduct 
as well as his opinions, and prepared him for that pa- 
tient endurance of ing which he exhibited du- 
ring his long confinement. After his removal to 
Germantown, Dr. Godman’s complaints soon assumed 
a more serious aspect, and he suffered severely from 
several violentattacks of disease. Yet the progress 
of the disorder was very gradual, and allowed him 
many intervals of comparative ease. He returned to 
his literary labours with his usual ardour, and wrote 


s, and wrote with fa- 
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and translated for 
of his death. Perfectly aware of the fatal character 
of his disorder, he watched its progress, step by step, 
with the coolness of an anatomist; while he su 
mitted to it with the resignation of a Christian. His 
intellect was strong and undimmed to the last, and 
almost the only change that could be observed in his 
mind was that which belongs to a being on the verge 
of eternity, in whose estimate the concerns of this 
life are sinking, in comparison with the greater in- 
terests of that to which he is approaching. 

His principal —— was in the promises and con- 
solations of the Bible, which was his constant com- 
panion. On one occasion, a few days before his 
death, while reading aloud from the New Testament 
to his family, his voice faltered, and he was desired to 
read no longer, as it appeared to oppress him. “It is 
not that,” replied he, “but I feel so in the immediate 
presence of my Maker, that I cannot control my 
emotion !” 

The fine imagination and deep enthusiasm of Dr. 
Godman occasionally burst forth in impassioned 
poetry. 

Lines written under a feeling of the immediate approach 
of death 
The damps of death are on my brow, 
The chill is in my heart, 
My blood has almost ceased to flow, 
My hopes of life depart ; 
The Balley and the shadow before me open wide, 
But thou, Oh Lord! even there wilt be my guardian and my 


guide, 
For what is pain if thou art nigh its bitterness to quell ? 
And where death’s boasted v:ctory, his last triumphant 


spel 

Oh! ellen, in that solemn hour, when mortal strength is 
nought, 

When nature’s agony comes on, and every anguished 
thought 

Springs in the breaking heart a source of darkest woe, 

Be nigh unto my soul, nor permit the floods o’erflow. 

To thee! to thee alone! dare I raise my dying eyes; 

Thou didst for all atone, by thy wondrous sacrifice ; 

Oi! in thy mercy’s richness, extend thy smiles on me, 

And let my soul outspeak thy praise, throughout eternity! 

Beneath the above stanzas in the manuscript al- 
luded to, is the following note: ‘ Rather more than 
a year has elapsed since the above was first written. 
Death is now certainly nearer at hand; but my sen- 
timents remain unchanged, except that my reliance 
on the Saviour is stronger.” 

This reliance on the mercies of God through 
Christ Jesus, became indeed the habitual frame of his 
mind ; and imparted to the closing scenes of his life 
a solemnity and a calmness, a sweet serenity and a 
holy resignation, which robbed death of its sting, and 
the grave of its victory. It was a melancholy sight 
to witness the premature extinction of such a spirit ; 

et the dying couch on which geiiius, and virtue, and 
earning thus lay prostrated, beaned with more hal- 
lowed lustre, and taught a more selutary lesson than 
could have been imparted by the proudest triumphs of 
intellect. The memory of Dr. Godman, his blighted 
promise, and his unfinished labours, will long con- 
tinue to call forth the vain regrets of men of science 
and learning. There are those who treasure up in 
their hearts as a more precious recollection, his hum- 
ble fuith and his triumphant death, and who can meet 
with an eye of pity, the scornful glance of the scoffer 
and the infidel, at being told that if Dr. Godman was 
a philosophef, he was also a Christian. 


ANNIVERSARIES. 
ANNIVERSARIES IN BOSTON. 
The last week in May was the time for the Anniver- 
aries of a large number of societies in the eastern me- 


tropolis. Our limits affordroom for only a brief notice. 


Monday. The Massacuvusetts Brsie Socrery. 
Receipts for Bibles sold, $140.93, donations “ about”’ 
$1250, distributed and sold 1126 bibles and 1351 tes- 
taments. Addresses by Rev. Mr. Going of Worces- 
ter, and Brown of Boston. 

Tuesday. Baptist MrinisTeR1aL CONFERENCE. 
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Going. © Revivals mentioned in 
Marblehead, Holden, West Boylston, Boylston, 
Princeton, Rutland, Worcester, Dudley, Southbridge, 
Charlestown. 

Rev. Mr. Walker of Holden, Mass. spoke of a 
revival in that town, which commenced first in a 
High School. It spread umong different classes, so 
that Universalists,and others of infidel opinions, were 
arrested and brought to repentance. Personal ad- 
dresses on the value of the soul and its salvation 
were rendered impressive, and so powerful had been 
the influence at one season, that in 48 hours about 20 
had been brought to rejoice in the hope of eternal 
life. In the same town, on a certain occasion, such 
was the solemnity and the gracious influence of the 
Holy Spirit, that nine in one day were believed to 
have received impressions of a saving nature. 100 
under 14 years were hopefully brought to know the 
truth, and it is believed that 250 in that town and near 
vicinity cherished a good hope of interest in Christ. 

Rev. Mr. Parker of Southbridge said, that in 
Woodstock, Ct. there had been a religious attention 
the whole winter and spring. A ministering brother 
had informed him that almost every family had been 
in some degree affected, and that from 100 to 150 
were hoped to have received the gospel. 

Rev. Mr. Going of Worcester said, no church 
should be considered prosperous unless there existed 
in it alively conviction of the weight of eternal 
things and the value of the soul. And though sucha 
community, who feit the necessity of a diligent use of 
means, might be considered as of a legal spirit, it was 
the spirit which God would approve. He enforced 
the duty of personal addresses, and well-timed con- 
versations, as of great utility ; and especially of the 
attention that should be given to children. He knew 
of one town, in which the attention of 200 children, 
under 14 years, have beeroused to religious subjects 
and the salvation of their souls. Every Christian 
can do something ; and the time must soon come, 
when ministers must not be looked to as the only per- 
sons qualified to communicate divine instruction. 
There must be more faith and vigorous action in the 
church, if we would see the cause prosperous, and its 
influence extending. 

In the evening Mr. Going preached before this as- 
sociation. From this digcourse we give the following 
account of the “ early Baptist Ministers of Massachu- 
setts.” 

“They were men of strict and unbendin gintegrity, 
sincere in their religioug profession, and in their min- 
istry they acted from a paramount sense of duty. No 
life of ease, no promiseof gain, no prospect of repu- 
tation, allured them to he sacred office. They appear 
to have been generally men of sound minds, of great 
common sense, and of superior mental energy. They 
were most laborious preachers of the gospel. Many, 
probably most of them, were compelled to follow some 
secular business for their support ; yet they read much, 
thought more, and performed an immense amount of 
mindgerial labour, These men were remarkably suc- 
cessful as preachers of the gospel. Multitudes of 
souls were converted under their ministry ; extensive 
revivals of religion were enjoyed; and numerous 
churches were gathered. Indeed, for a time, they 
were almost the only defenders of spiritual religion, 
the friends and instruments of revivals in the Com- 
monweaith. The orthodoxy and the zeal of the Pu- 
ritans, it is well known, greatly declined in their suc- 
cessors. Arminianism undermined the doctrines of 
grace; and spiritual apathy succeeded. Then the 

ptists were the honoured witnesses for the truth in 
adark day. Allow that there was a spice of enthu- 
siasm, mingled with their zeal to avoid formality ; 
some aberations from strict order, in their detestation 
of a religious establishment ; still, these men were 
the pioneers in the work of reform,*who deserved 
high praise. The first Baptist Church in Massachu- 
setts dates itsorigin m 1663, and was the fourth in 
the order of time on the American Continent. The 























number of churches at present is 170; so that the 


th prom, until within a few weeks 


some time after this period, Baptist churches increas- 
ed with at rapidity. 2 
churches in this State, having 9,000 communicants ; 
while in 1830, there are 170 churches, with 15,000 
communicants. So that the increase in 17 years has 
been 93 churches, or, on an average, about 5 churches 
a year, and during that period the number of churches 
has more than doubled. The primitive Baptistaninisters 
were not generally favoured with extensive education. 
Their general information, their literary and scienti- 
fic attainments, were extremely limited. This cir- 
cumstance confined their sphere of usefulness, and 
diminished their general influence in the community. 
And yet this circumstance may have had its advan- 
tages : it threw them more entirely on their own re- 
sources, and made them original men, and developed 
talents which would otherwise have remained un- 
known to themselves and others. It also served to 
keep alive in their minds a deep sense of dependence 
on God, which made them eminently men of faith 
and of prayer. While it is conceded that these men 
were not learned in the common acceptation of that 
term, it is denied that, as preachers af the Gospel, 
they were illiterate. They diligently and prayerfully 
and experimentally perused their Bibles, and most of 
them other books; they obtained a good practicbl 
knowledge of Divinity ; and hence they were able 
ministers of the New Testament. It is confidently 
believed that they were with few exceptions compe- 
tent teachers of the Christian religion.” 


American Unirarian Association.—The report 
estimated the present number of Unitarian Congre- 
gational Societies in the United States at 182; sup- 
plied with ministers 149. Of these, 150 societies 
and 127 ministers are in Massachusetts. The report 
alluded to the resources of the denomination, the in- 
fluence of their periodicals, and the :mportance of fos- 
tering the Theological School at Moc 

PasroraL Assocration.—Sermon by Dr. Woods. 
On the Province of Reason in Religion he said, 
“There is in the state of our churches and the mi- 
nistry, much that is encouraging ; and did not disguise 
his belief that there is much also that is alarming. 
Great diversities of opinion prevail, and there are ob- 
vious tendencies to still greater differences. There 


increase has been little more than one church a year. 
The ratio of increase, however, has been variable.— 
In the first 42 years, but three churches were consti- 
tuted. During the new light stir, as a glorious and 
extensive revival was contemptuously called, which 
commenced 1740, under the ministry of Whitefield, 
| many congregations were gathered out of the standing 
| churches in New England, called Separates. These 
churches were rich nurseries of Baptists; and for 


In 1813, there were 105 


would be a greater probability that all the 

would be present, than on a vauk day, comeaially te 
country towns. pega bef this method, all the con- 
gregation would be profited by the expositién. He 
believed that the method was better calculated to in- 
struct persons of all ages in religious knowle 

the common one of sermonizing. He believed tao 
that the expository method corresponded with. the 
manner of the earliest and purest ages of Christianity 
In the earhest Christian writers, we find commentaries 
on the Scriptures, and Homilies, or exhortations to 
faith and obedience ; but we look in vain for such 
things as modern sermons. Ministers, however, are 
not the only persons who should feel a deep interest in 
Sabbath schools. Every Christian church should 
consider them vitally important to its prosperity, pro. 
lific nurseries of Zion. In their collective capacjty, 
they should feel their obligation to cherish and pro- 
mote them. 

A great error has been, the supposition that the be- 
nefits of Sabbath schools were not to be expected till 
after the lapse of several years. Mr. G. believed 


considered the immediate conversion of the children. 


_CONGREGATIONAL ConvENTION.—Sermon by Pre- 
sident Humphrey.—John xviii. 36. My kingdom is 
not of this world—These words of Christ were il- 
lustrated by showing some special marks of contrast 
to the kingdoms of this world. The difference of its 
origin ; the means by whieh its designs are executed ; 
its universality, and its rmanency, were of a na- 
ture evidently of God. Though friendly to all good 
civil governments, it stooped to mingle or compro- 
mise with none. Some of the instruments by which 
its objects were effected were of different grades in 
society, and in the view of many, utterly feeble; bvt 
a strength was imparted from on high which rendered 
them mighty through God, and thus suited to the 
work which they were to effect. The Doctor spoke 
of the high and holy work of the ministers of the 
gospel, and of their natural rights as men ; and con- 
tended, that though some governments had unjustly 
disfranchised them, it was nevertheless incongruous 
to their appropriate duties to allow their minds to be 
much occupied with political theories, or with civil 
employments. 

MASSACHUSETTS ee FOR THE SUPPRESSION 
OF INTEMPERANCE.—An address was delive i * 
Paul’s Church on Thursday evening, by as ph 
7. Austin, before the Massachusetts Society for the 
Suppression of Intemperance. The speaker remarked 
upon the inefficacy of legislative enactments in pre- 


lectual and moral world. These are ominous circum-|to pay for the blessings of a free government, was 


stances ; and unless God shall interpose, the Ameri- 
can churches may become like the seven churches of 
Asia. But what is the remedy? One is, for minis- 
ters to keep their reason within its province. 
the Bible be their sole guide both as to their doctrines, 
the modifications of their faith, and the manner in 
which truth is exhibited. Let them go just as far as 
the sacred writers go, stop where they stop, think 
as they think, and speak as they speak. But what if 
we deem an opinion very important, which lies be- 
yond our Bible knowledge. Let us not urge it; for 
if we press such things into discussion, we shall dif- 


-|fer. Let us not do just what the enemies of our re- 


ligion would wish for; just what would offend the God 
of love.” 

Wednesday. Exxction Sermon by Dr. Chan- 
ning, on Spiritual Freedom. The Doctor inveighed 
much against the disposition, which he considered too 
prevalent among us, for men to associate in large num- 
bers, by societies, &c. forthe aceomplishment of some 
favourite object. It gave them opportunity, he thought 
to do some improper things, with little or no individu- 
al responsibility. He spoke of the tyranny of majo- 
rities with much sensibjlity, and of the fact that such 
majorities might exercise as real oppressions as the 
most cruel despot@ They might cast an odium on 
those who dissented, which might be not only painful 
to be borne, but unjust. This imposition, he observed, 
was more to be dreaded.in our country, than the In- 
quisition, or than martyrdom, In his remarks on ci- 
vil government, as instituted for the benefit of the 


Let | W 


the trouble of carrying it on. Public officers, there- 
fore, must not only be sustained in the discharge of 
their duties, but all good citizens must co-operate. 
hat was wanted, and what the society aimed at, 
was reformation in public opinion. This had been in 
some measure effected, It was now decidedly vulgar 
to indulge in the use of ardent spirits. It was hoped 
that the time would arrive, when there would be no 
ground for the odium cast upon us by a traveller, who 
recorded, that “in America the mail coaches stopped 
every five miles to water the horses, and brandy the 
gentlemen.” We wisha full measure of success to 
this society, which was the pioneer in the good work 
of reformation, and trust it will find an auxiliary in 
the bosom of every philanthropist. 
Friday. Prison Discreiine Soctery.—Tue Re- 
port.—It embodied a statement of most interesti 
facts, relating to the surprising improvements lick 
have been made in several Prisons in different States, 


exist, but for the removal of which, efforts must cone 
tinue to be made. A distressing narrative was given 
in the Report, of the thousands in our prisons who 
are incarcerated for debt, most of whom are there for 
small amounts, under $20 and compelled in some 


degree to associate with the victims of crime and 
vice. 


Rev. Bertan Green, of Kennebums, proposed a 
Resolution, that the mora] power of Christian princi- 
ple must be calied into exercise for carrying forward 
the grand objects contemplated by this Society.—He 


people, and not for the exclusive advantage of any | had, he said, in considering the labours of that great 
one class, he said many excellent things, especially | Philanthropist, John Howard, inquired in his own 
on the importance of founding all laws on the immu-| mind what could be the motive which impelled himto 


table principles of right and equity. 

Norruern Baptist Epucation Socrery.—Re- 
ports 52 beneficiaries under its care. Six addresses. 
Among other valuable observations, this idea was 
prominently exhibited, and with effect, that it is the 
duty of the churches to seek out and encourage the 
pious youth among them who give evidence that they 
have talents, and that their hearts are set on the mi- 
nistry of reconciliation. Itis the duty of the churches 


to pray, that such men may be raised up from among | which was the life-blood of all his efforts. 


them, and come forward to the holy work. Mistakes 
respecting a call to this service have been made, and 
young men have not been thought to be called of God 
till they have felt constrained to make it known by 


such painful efforts as those to which he voluntarily 
submitted for the purpose of relieving human misery. 
He however, in imagination, entered the house of 
God in which Howard heard the gospel. F'2 beheld 
the interest with which he listened to the messages of 
mercy tothe guilty and the lost. He waited, till pre- 
sently he saw this friend of human kind take his seat 
at the table of the Lord, with ‘the sacramental host 
of God’s elect.” There he saw the moving principle, 
It was the 
love of Christ. To make known this love to the 
most wretched was his delight; and to do this, he 
felt willing to immerse himself with objects of igno- 
miny and pain, in the dark and a dungeon. 


some unaccountable but irresistible impulse. The] And, said Mr. Green, when we have the hope of par- 
consequence has been, that modest and retiring tal-|don in our own souls, and know the constraining in- 


ents and gifts have been suppressed, or called into ex- 
ercise after much time has been lost, through the cold 


fluence of this love, shall we doubt the efficacy of 
Christian principle, in effecting the noble work con- 


inattention of the church to a young Elisha or a| templated by this society? Shall we fear to tell the 


Timothy. 

Bartist Misstonary Socrety.—§Pxpenditures 
$2310. In all the instances in which churches have 
been assisted, it has been a condition that théy should 
supply preaching for the same term of time as is paid 
for by the Missionary Society, ‘This money has been 
expended in eleven different states, viz.—In Maine, 
$305—Vermont, $165—N. Hampshire, $265—Mas- 
sachusetts, $410—R-"Island, $50—New York, $355 
Pennsylvannia, $100—N. Jersey, $65—Ohio, $265 
—N. Carolina, $65—TIllinois, $265—Total, 2310. 
The whole amount expended .in Missionary service, 
and for the churches in the 28 years of the neg Se 
existence, about $55,000—equal to 211 years Mis- 
sionary labour. ‘The Report noticed a fact, well-de- 
serving a place in that document, that there was a dis- 
position too prevalent in many country towns, to di- 
vide small churches, arid to form two from one, which 
can but just support itself. 'This has led to the build- 
ing of new meeting-houses, which has brought an in- 
convenient debt on small communities, and led to the 
appointmofit of deacons, in some instances, of persons 
not qualified for the office. These debts have led to the 
taxing of the Missionary Society for the help of these 
feeble churches, of which there now are, in our 
States, 1500 without ministers. rut 

Rey. Mr. Burr of Exeter said, Domestic Missions 
are the sources of Foreign Missions. They plant 
your churches—they raise your funds, your friends, 
your agents, your missionaries to the heather. Sir, 
I was struck with a fact in the Report of the General 
Agent of the Assembly of Presbyterians in the United 
States. Of about 1200 Presbyterian Churches in this 
country, he gays 500 were planted by the agency of 
the Connecticut Congregational Missionary Society. 
Who can tell, sir, how many of the 4400 Baptist 
Churches in our rom have been gathered by the 
instrumentality of the Baptist Domestic Missionary 
Society of Massachusetts ? 

Thurday. Massacnuserts Sassatn ScnHoor 
Unron.—Rev. Dr. Humphrey, President of Amherst 
College, urged the duty of Pastors of churches, to 
lecture the teachers of their Sabbath Schools, on the 
scriptural subjects brought before the children. They 
would thus preach to many by their substitutes, and 
preach, it may be hoped, with happy effect. The 
Doctor spoke of the importance of this method, from 
the fact that some Schools were numerous. He knew 
of one, in which there were 5 or 600 scholars. Rev. 
Mr. Going highly approved of the remarks of an other 
speaker (Pres. Humphrey) on the importance of an 
exposition of Sabbath school lessons to the teachers, 
by the Bastor. He thought, however, that it was pre- 
ferable that the Minister expound the lesson asa part 








most guilty, that there is redemption through the blood 
of Christ ?—When the prisoner, who is ready to de- 
spair, asks, Is it possible that I can be forgiven, shall 
we fear to assure him, on divine testimony, that he 
who believeth shall be saved? We cannot. This 
assurance shall have effect; and the fallen counte- 
nance of despair, believing the gospel, shall smile 
with cheerful hope, and rejoice in the hope of immor- 
tal glory. 








A FAVOURED CHURCH. 


To whom much is given, of him much will be re- 
quired,—JESUS CHRIST. 


A writer in the N. Y. Observermakes the following 
statement respecting the Reformed Dutch Church. 
It involves an amazing. responsibility towards a per- 
ishing world. Let them look to it. L. 


1. The whole population under the pastoral cara 
of ministers of the Reformed Dutch Church, is about 
125,000. : 

2. This population is more fully supplied by minis- 
ters than that of any large section of our country. 
Even in New England, and including ministers of all 
denominations, Unitarians, Methodists, Bpiscopa- 
lians, Baptists, and Congregationalists, there is not 
one labouring minister to 1000 souls. In the Re- 
formed Dutch Church there is one such minister to 
960 souls, and in the Particular Synod of New York 
one such minister to 777 souls ! 

3. The number of communicants in the Dutch 
congregations is unusually large compared with the 
whole number in con tion. In New England it 
was formerly tedkoned € at the church members of 
all denominations constituted one tenth part of the 
population ; and the proportion is now probably as 
high as one eighth part. In the Dutch churches the 
proportion is nearly one in five ! 


Good, weak men.—These are the drones in the 
church. The doubters of every Christian enterprize. 
The temperate reformers of the day. We hope they 
are Christians, says one, but they do nothing, and op- 
pose every thing attempted by others. Don't go so 
fast, say these inactives, the world cannot be con- 
verted ina day ; you must take men as you find them ; 
you will over do; you must be prudent as well as 
zealous. Ah! what apologies for _ pusillanimity, 
covetousness, and indolence. Jssus loathes.such dis- 
ciples. They are the stumbling-blocks of sinnezs. 





They are the enemies of the cross of Christ. 


\ ‘still [ venting the unlicensed traffic in ardert spirits, when - 
is a mighty commotion in the elements of the intel-| unsustained by public sentiment. The price we had ® 


and gave a fearless exposition of abuses which still - 


that the direct object of Sabbath schools should be» § 


-_— 


of the exervises of the Sabbath. In this way there. 
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